The Parish Press
March 2018
Special Edition

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF EAST WINDSOR
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone, Pastor

SCANTIC MEETING HOUSE – BUILT 1802

On a hill far away, stood an old rugged
cross, the emblem of suffering and shame;
and I love that old cross where the dearest
and best for a world of lost sinners was
slain. So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,
till my trophies at last I lay down, I will
cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange
it someday for a crown.
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“And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe; and they were
amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen,
He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before
you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He promised” (Mk. 16: 5 – 7; RSV).
It is early Sunday morning and Mary Magdalene, Mary, the mother of James, and Salome have brought
spices to anoint the body of Jesus. They could not have come earlier, as Jesus crucifixion on Friday was
interrupted by the Sabbath on Saturday, a day of rest, when all work stopped (cf. Gen. 2: 2 – 3; Ex. 20: 8 – 11;
RSV). Still, according to Jewish Law, as recorded in the book of Deuteronomy, not even a criminal’s body
could be left out all night but had to be buried the same day, the belief being that a hanging corpse, such as one
that had been hung upon the cross like Jesus, brought a curse upon the land (Dt. 21: 22 – 23; RSV). As such the
women have arrived as soon as the Sabbath was concluded, i.e., at the break of dawn.
As the women make their way to the tomb they discuss a most vexing problem, namely, how are they
going to get into the tomb whose entrance is blocked by a large stone. According to Jewish custom tombs were
carved in soft rock in a cave like fashion. Inside the cave were shelves where bodies would be placed. Then a
flat circular stone was rolled along a groove or trench to shut the opening. Given the fact that some estimates
calculate the minimum weight of a stone needed to roll against a 4 ½ to 5 feet doorway to be 1 ½ to 2 tons (The
Resurrection Factor, Josh McDowell, p. 54); it was no wonder that the woman were worried.
However, upon arrival they observed that the stone had already been rolled away. Entering the tomb
they noticed a young man sitting there in a white robe. That this is a divine being, specifically an angel, is
attested by three facts. First, the women’s reaction is one of fear, appropriate to an angelic appearance (cf. Lk.
1: 11 – 12, 29). Second, we have already observed from the Transfiguration that shining, white garments are the
hallmark of a heavenly being (Mk. 9: 3; RSV). Third, the angel knows in advance the purpose of their visit:
“you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified” (Mk. 16: 6b; RSV). Apart from these three the text takes great
pains to emphasize the very physical position of the angel; he is “sitting on the right side” (Mk. 16: 5; RSV), of
the tomb, which could well be a reference to Jesus, the exalted Son of Man, who now sits at the right hand of
God, just as He had declared to the high priest (Mk. 14: 62; RSV).

After inviting the women to look at “the place where He was placed” (Mk. 16: 6d; GNT), the angel
declares: “Now go and tell His disciples, and especially Peter, that He will go ahead of you to Galilee. You will
see Him there, just as He told you” (Mk. 16: 7; CEV). Jesus had indeed proclaimed to the disciples that “…after
I have risen, I will go ahead of you to Galilee” (Mk. 14: 28; NIV), but it was in reference to ALL of them
deserting Him after His crucifixion.
Peter, true to form is the first to speak up, saying, “Even if all the others reject You, I never will!” Jesus
replied, “This very night before the rooster crows twice, you will say three times that you don’t know Me.” But
Peter was so sure of himself that he said, “Even if I have to die with You, I will never say that I don’t know
You!” All the others said the same thing” (Mk. 14: 29 – 31; CEV).
Peter had long been a member of the inner circle, whose primacy among the disciples was witnessed in
his first encounter with Jesus. Our Lord saw something special in Peter and upon meeting him for the first time
immediately changed his name---“So you are Simon the son of John? You shall be called Cephas” (which
means Peter)”---(John 1: 42; RSV), which indicates a change in relationship (cf. Gen. 17: 5, 15; 32: 28). It is
Peter along with his brother Andrew and James and John, the sons of Zebedee that witness Jesus healing Peter’s
mother-in-law who “Lay sick with a fever” (Mk. 1: 30; RSV). It is Peter who is first to declare Jesus the Christ
(Mk. 8: 29b; RSV); Peter, James and John who witness the Transfiguration, but only Peter who speaks (Mk. 9:
5; RSV); and it is Peter, who, as we have seen, is adamant that he will never forsake Jesus. Consequently, it
must have been most traumatic for Peter when he realized that Jesus’ prediction had come true (Mk. 14: 29 –
31, 66 – 72).
We can only imagine the pain and sense of guilt Peter must have felt. For Scripture only records that
after Peter heard the rooster crow a second time, “[He] remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before
the rooster crows twice you will disown Me three times.” And he broke down and wept” (Mk. 14: 72b – 72d;
NIV).
Peter was a broken man seeking redemption he could never achieve. But Jesus could not leave him in
this wounded state where, burdened by guilt and regret, he could never forgive himself. Instead, Jesus, out of
love and concern for Peter, singled him out to assure him that all was forgiven. To ensure his recovery Jesus

comes to Peter making him the first disciple to see the risen Lord (cf. I Cor. 15: 5; RSV—“He appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve”).
The Resurrection of Jesus is the most momentous and important event in the history of the world having
the power to transform the hearts and lives of the broken and the wounded, making them whole. We begin the
celebration of this event with our early morning communion service at 8: 00 a.m. on Palm Sunday, March 25th.
Continuing with Holy Week we have our Maundy Thursday service on March 29th with a pot luck dinner at 5:
30 p.m. followed by our service at 7: 00 p.m. before proceeding with our Good Friday service on March 30th,
which will start at 7: 00 p.m. With Holy Saturday serving as a time of personal reflection we will gather again
for Sunrise Service on April 1st at 6: 10 a.m. followed by our 10: 00 a.m. service, which, due to Easter falling on
the first Sunday of the month, will include the observance of the Lord’s Supper.
As we gather to celebrate the death of death and the free gift of eternal life through our Lord, Jesus
Christ, hear again the words of the Psalmist: “O give thanks to the LORD, for He is good, for His steadfast love
endures forever” (Ps. 136: 1; RSV).
God Bless You All.
Pastor Tom.

NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE

Spring is around the corner. Soon many of us will be tending our gardens. The Lenten Season is here now. It
is time to tend our souls. Like weeds in a garden, evil thoughts can strangle the good in our souls. Do not allow
this to happen. Pull out those evil thoughts; as you would pull weeds from your gardens; and let the good in
your souls flourish. As you would water your gardens; sprinkle your soul with the Holy Spirit daily. Do not let
your soul harden; as hard earth that forces water to simply roll over and away. Allow the Holy Spirit to seep in;
as water seeps into the earth; and nourish you so that your soul will flourish.
God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen

Palm Sunday-Mar 25th 8:00 a.m.
Blessing of the Palms and Communion
Followed by Breakfast
(Tickets at Coffee Hour or call office-$5.00)**
th

Maundy Thursday-March 29 .

5:30 p.m. Pot Luck Dinner Followed by
7:00 p.m. Service of Tenebrae

Good Friday-March 30th
7:00 p.m. Worship Service

Easter-April 1st
6:10 am Sunrise Service
Followed by Breakfast (Free Will Donation)
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

**scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Church Office: 860-654-0590
First Congregational Church of East Windsor
124 Scantic Road-East Windsor, CT, 06088
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DONATE YOUR UNUSED, LEFTOVER, OR HAND MADE GREETING
CARDS FOR OTHERS TO PURCHASE FOR A DONATION.

MARCH 4TH, 11TH, AND 18TH DURING COFFEE HOUR

4 p.m.to 6 p.m.
Back to 1962
with the movie
“American Graffiti”

6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Pizza, Salad, and Ice Cream
Buffet
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Dancing, Raffles, and
Contests

Most Authentically Dressed wins a 2 pack of Movie Tickets!
POPCORN & Soda 4 Sale
Snacks & Water Available

March 3, 2018 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
First Congregational Church of East Windsor
124 Scantic Rd
Reserve your tickets (Adults $9, Seniors $7, 8 & under free) by Feb 24

March
03/04 Marci Stiles
03/06 Pat Beals
03/16 Muriel Welles
03/20 Gae Larson
03/20 Lydia Schortman
03/24 Ryan Lincoln
03/26 Karen Gaudreau
03/26 Will Lincoln

March
03/17 Mike & Janet Greer

It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2018 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2018 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

March
March 6th Deacons 7:00 pm
March 12th Executive 7:00 pm
March 18th Trustees 8:30 am
March 18th Women’s Fellowship 11:30 am
March 18th Christian Education 11:30 am
March 25th Blessing of Palms, Communion & Breakfast 8:00 am
March 25th Palm Sunday Service 10:00 am
March 25th Missions 11:30 am
March 25th Parish Press Articles due for April/May
March 29th Maundy Thursday Potluck Dinner 5:30 pm
Service of Tenebrae 7:00 pm
March 30th Good Friday Service 7:00 pm

April
April 1st Easter Sunrise Service 6:10 am followed by breakfast
April 1st Easter Worship Service 10:00 am

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Sunday of Month

11:30 am

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30 am

Food Pantry Open

Mondays (Donations only)
Tuesdays Distribution

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions
Confirmation Class

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month
Sundays

11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

8:30 am to 1:00 pm
9:00-noon & 1:00 pm-6:00 pm

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Secretary/Clerk mail box.
If you would like an article included in a Special March issue of the Parish Press, please submit
your article (s) by February 25th, 2018.
If you would like an article included in the April/May issue of the Parish Press, please submit
your article (s) by March 25th, 2018.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

