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“But you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samar’ia and to the end of
this earth”
Acts 1:8
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“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known.
What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim upon the housetops. And
do not fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear Him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground without your
Father’s will. But even the hairs of your head are numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than
many sparrows” (Mt. 10: 26 – 31; RSV).
Three times in this passage Jesus will tell His disciples to not be afraid (vv. 26, 28, 31). In the first
instance Jesus’ followers are not to fear “them”, a reference to the unidentified people in John 10:17 who seek
to do the disciples harm. They are not to fear because there is nothing that is covered that will not be unveiled
and nothing hidden that will not be known. In short, the truth will always triumph. Jesus will define this even
more clearly in John 14 when He says, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father,
but by Me” (John 14: 6; RSV). Hence, Jesus is seeking to encourage the disciples to stand firm in the face of
adversity, to not be intimidated by persecutors nor fail to persevere in their preaching for God is with them.
Jesus continues this theme in the second occurrence when He says not to fear those who can kill the
body, but the One who can kill the soul. Although it is true that one individual can kill another’s physical body,
they cannot kill the soul. Consequently, the impossibility of being able to kill the soul illustrates the immortality
of the soul, which is given to us by God’s grace. Rather, we are to fear, that is, stand in awe, of God, who as the
psalmist declares, “is my light and my salvation…the stronghold of my life” (Ps. 27: 1a,1c; RSV).
The word for hell is derived from the Greek word ge(h)enna, which derives its name from the Valley of
(the sons of) Hinnom, a ravine south of Jerusalem. It was here during the reigns of Ahaz (732 – 716 B.C.) and
Manasseh (697 – 643 B.C.) that an alter to the Ammonite god Molech had been erected and child sacrifice
practiced. Though King Josiah (640 – 609 B.C.) put an end to such actions (II Kings 23: 10), any religious
practices in this area was strictly forbidden. As a result, by Jesus’ time the valley was used as a garbage dump
where all sorts of refuse smoldered ceaselessly. Hence, Gehenna became associated as a place of punishment in
the afterlife.

On the third occasion Jesus tells us not to be afraid because we are in God’s eternal care. Speaking to
this agrarian people in ways they can understand, Jesus uses the example of two sparrows to illustrate His point,
namely, even though both birds have been purchased for a penny, God watches over each equally. If God
watches over these sparrows and numbers even the hairs of our heads, He has the power to create, sustain, and
provide for everything, even down to the smallest details. So, have no fear.
Through this passage we are assured that whatever happens in our lives even in those times when we
turn from God, we cannot drift beyond the reach of God’s love. As I have said so many times in the past,
quoting from the book of Romans, “Let God be true though every man be false” (Rom. 3: 4b; RSV). God will
not fail nor forsake us. In like manner, “if we are faithless, He remains faithful—for He cannot deny Himself”
(II Tim. 2: 13; RSV). Since we are surrounded by God’s perpetual and loving care, of whom shall we be afraid?
However, having said this does not justify our willful distancing ourselves from God only to summon
the Almighty as if a servant with the assurance that He will ignore our transgressions; quite the opposite. The
only way to know and experience God’s love is to be in communion with Him. This is particularly difficult
during the Sumer months when warm, pleasant weather, yearly vacations, picnics and any of a number of
activities lure us away both from our commitment to God and communion with our church family. So, I would
ask again that you take time each day to spend with God during these next few months. Daily Bible readings,
prayers, and, of course, attending church to be in the presence of like believers strengthens our faith individually
and as a whole.
While I encourage everyone to keep watch of activates being held by the church, I draw your attention
to four that will be happening in June: our cookout after church on Children’s Sunday, June 11th marking the
end of Sunday School; the Strawberry Supper on June 17th starting at 5: 00 p.m., I am looking forward to
seeing you there; Father’s Day on June 18th; and a gathering on June 24th at 11: 00 a.m. as we embrace and
celebrate the life of Arthur L. Lachance who passed into God’s eternal kingdom on Friday, December 9, 2016.
Please continue to keep Dan in your prayers at the loss of his longtime partner.

As I end this article, I also ask that you keep the family of Sue Nai in your prayers at the passing of her
mother, Marilyn Carol (Mather) Edwards (Monday, September 21, 1932 – Saturday, April 8, 2017) and her
father, Allyn Burton Edwards (Saturday, October 3, 1931 – Wednesday, May 10, 2017), but thirty-two days
later; a couple who had been together so long, they could not be apart. Additionally, please remember to keep
the family of Steve Schortman in your prayers at the passing of his mother, Eunice Schortman (Saturday,
November 5, 1927 – Monday, April 10, 2017). As well as the family of Mark Barbieri at the passing of his
mother Alida J. “Jane” Barbieri (Sunday, July 31, 1921 – Tuesday, May 23, 2017) and the family of Bill Groves
at the passing of his brother Wayne Groves (Friday, October 2, 1942 – Wednesday, May 24. 2017).
O God, our Redeemer and the Savior of our souls, let our prayers of comfort and concern be a healing
balm to all those whose loved ones have returned to You. Then, let them, and us, find strength in the words of
the psalmist, “With the LORD on my side I do not fear. What can man do to me?” (Ps. 118:6; RSV). This we
pray in Jesus Name. AMEN
God Bless,
Pastor Tom.

NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE

Here we are approaching the last quarter of Spring again; and after almost 63 years, it still amazes me. Life
is beginning again everywhere in nature. The Lilacs bloomed for a short time and are resting again; and now
the Irises are taking their turn to shine. A doe and her baby fawn visited my back yard this past week. Luckily
my husband spotted the pair as I was serving lunch; as the children were thrilled to watch them through the
window. The birds are busy singing in the trees, digging for worms, and dropping gifts on the outdoor
toys…sigh. The bees are busy buzzing, and pollinating the flowers; and some of them are drilling holes in my
house…sigh.
Just as the flowers live, then rest, then renew; we all are destined to do so too. Our time in this life is a bit
longer then a flower’s; but measured in eternity, the time is not so different. Our church family has lost loved
ones recently; and we will lose others in the future. This separation is only temporary; as life is eternal. If we
can accept the bird droppings, bee drillings, and the other little annoyances of nature; and focus on the beauty of
God’s gifts; we will be happier. For the bigger problems in life, we need help from God; and from each other.
The Deacons would like to thank the Prayer Chain Captains for helping to spread the word when special
prayers were requested.
The Bible Study Class would like to invite anyone interested in sharing their faith, to Bible Study on
Wednesdays at 10:30am & 7:00pm. We do not meet in the Summer; so it might be a good time to give it a try.
It is not required to participate; you can sit back and listen; but participation is welcomed; as we try to interpret
the Scriptures.
Just a reminder: Notices that were formally inserted in our Worship Bulletins, are now available on the table
in the Parish Hall. If you arrive to church early you can pick up information; or you can take a copy on your
way out to read at home. Thank you.
Summer is approaching. Please try to come to church as often as possible. If the Sanctuary gets too hot,
even with the fans; we will have our Worship Service in the Parish Hall.

God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen
Chair of the Deacons

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Calling All Bakers!
Don’t forget to bake a “goody” or “goodies” for the bake sale following the Strawberry Supper. A Strawberry
or Rhubarb theme would be nice, but not necessary. Any leftovers will be available after our service on Sunday.
Watch for details of upcoming events such as an ice cream social, a crock pot chili cook-off, and a tag sale,
rummage sale or auction. (Donations will be collected and stored at the church.)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
The church is now 25% of the way through its budgeted year and find ourselves tracking pretty much to our
forecasts. There appear to be no financial “red flags” as of this moment. However, a couple of points need
mention:
Please remember to keep your pledges up to date as we go through the summer months. We wish that our
expenses could take a vacation for the summer, but of course, you realize that is not possible. To avoid the
September pledge “catch-up”, your Finance Committee would again encourage you to sign up for the automatic
funds transfer benefit. It’s painless, costs the church pennies, and keeps our cash flow relatively constant. See
Nelda Fortier for the application form. The church and you will be glad you did.
Donations with Love: This provides the opportunity for you to contribute directly to a specific need of the
church – some activity or program that has a special meaning for you (e.g. Christian Education, Missions,
Trustees to spruce up the landscaping, Deaconate to provide for a guest pastor or special supplies, Music to
purchase supplies, Scholarships to send our youth to Crystal Lake) – you get the idea! Contributions can be
made on-line or sent to the church, attention Assistant Treasurer. A birthday, Anniversary, or special occasion
could be your “trigger” to action.
The congregation seems to have forgotten about the funds that Chan Stoughton donated. His request was that
the funds be used to help “Grow the Church”. Your Finance Committee reminds each committee to be creative
and put forth ideas (large or small) to help 1). promote the church, 2). create a visual and spiritual environment,
and 3). enrich the lives of its members. As a congregation, let’s embrace the challenge that Chan presented us
with. Chan wants us to use those funds!

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Here is a way for you to help the church. Electronic Funds Transfer “EFT” is a way to help the church have a
consistent income. This process is the transfer of funds from your bank account on a regular basis. It can be
weekly, bi-weekly or monthly, your choice. This way, if you go on vacation you don’t have to play catch-up
with your pledge for the weeks you are away.
Please complete the included form and give it to Nelda Fortier, who will make the necessary arrangements with
VANCO, the church’s business who handles the transfer of funds from your account to the Church’s bank
account.

AUTHORIZATION FORM

ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF FUNDS

Name of the organization: First Congregational Church of East Windsor

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

ENVELOPE/DONOR #

DATE

Effective date of authorization: _____/_____/_____
Type of authorization:

 New authorization
 Change banking information

 Change donation amount
 Discontinue electronic donation

 Change donation date

First Name

Last Name

Address
City

State

Zip

Email Address
DATE OF FIRST DONATION:
_______/_______/_______

FREQUENCY OF DONATION:






Weekly – Mondays
Semi-Monthly – 1 and 15
st

th

Monthly on the 1st
Monthly on the 15

FUNDS:

AMOUNTS:

 General/Operating
 Building
 Pledge Fund

$_____________
$_____________
$_____________

th

Total

Please debit my donation from my (check one):

CHECKING / SAVINGS

 Savings Account (contact your financial institution for Routing #)
 Checking Account (attach a voided check below)

$_____________

Routing Number: ____________________________
Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3
Account Number: ____________________________

I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to my account. I understand that this authority will remain in effect until I provide
reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.

Authorized Signature:_______________________________________________________ Date:________________

If using a checking account, please attach a voided check at the bottom of this page.

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS
A huge THANK YOU to the National Association of Letter Carriers for conducting their 25th annual national
food drive on May 7th which was very successful, bringing 5CC about 5,000 lb of groceries! We are still in
the process of sorting and storing them. These groceries will not last long with an average of 140-150 families
using the pantry every month this year so far. A list of needed items is included at the end of this report.
HELP NEEDED:
We are in need of a couple of able bodied people to assist us with our weekly pickups at Walmart, Big Y and
Foodshare. Tasks include loading and unloading the truck as well as assisting to stock shelves. Pickup help is
need on Monday mornings from about 8:30 to noonish. For the Foodshare pickup help is needed around 2 or
3pm, usually on Mondays to unload the truck.
Also needed is someone to care for the grounds--mowing (we have a mower), weeding and planting. We have
been keeping up so far, but it is taxing for our aging volunteers. If anyone is so inclined we would LOVE to
have someone plant and maintain a vegetable garden in exchange for a share in the produce.
SUMMER EXTRAS:
Several years ago we started distributing extra "kid food" to our families with children. For some of these kids,
a free or reduced price lunch and/or breakfast is a very important part of their daily nutrition. When school is
not in session those calories are lacking, so we give out some extras---100% juice, mac + cheese, peanut butter,
jelly, canned pasta, tuna, fruit and cereal, so summertime donations of these items is much appreciated. Hot
dogs and cheese are purchased with monetary donations to add to the extras.
Thank you to all of you who support the Cupboard, whether it be with time, talent and/or money, currently or in
the past 44 years. Your generosity has made a difference in many, many lives. You are truly blessed for being
"kind to the needy" (Proverbs 14:21).
Have a wonderful and blessed summer.
Marie
"There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your
brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land." Deuteronomy 15:11 NIV

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Do you like to garden? Have no room for a veggie garden? We have the solution!!
Plant a garden behind Five Corner Cupboard!
All we ask is that some of the produce go to the pantry!--Easy Peasy!
See Marie Groves if you are interested.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Current pantry needs:

Feminine Hygiene Items
Razors
Shave Cream
Polygrip
Toothbrushes
Cleaning products
Paper Towels/Kleenex
Hair Conditioner
Cat Food-dry and canned
Cat Litter

Peanut Butter/Jelly
Pancake Mix & Syrups
Soups of All Kind
Canned Chicken & Other Meats
Gravies & Broths
Canned Pastas
Helper Meals
Ketchup
Mustard
Spaghetti Sauce
100% Juices
Pasta & Rice sides

ALL CHURCH PICNIC

STRAWBERRY SUPPER
Saturday, June 17th 5:00pm
First Congregational Church East Windsor

Baked Ham, Baked Beans, Potato Salad,
Cole Slaw & Strawberry Shortcake

Adult: $15.00
Seniors: $12.00
Child (under 10): $5.00 Family Plan: $35.00*
*(2 adults and two or more children under 10)
Reservations: 860-623-0916

Donations with Love:
Making a donation is a thoughtful way to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or remember a special loved one or friend who
has passed away. Birthday/Anniversary challenge: Donate the amount of your current age or number of years
married:
(Age 101=$101.00 donation). Your generous gift can be earmarked for any one of our church departments. Please fill in
the form below and tell us where you would like your donation to go.
Building Maintenance

$_____________________________

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

$_____________________________

Music Committee

$_____________________________

Christian Education

$_____________________________

Missions

$_____________________________

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

$_____________________________

Coffee Hour Supplies

$_____________________________

Office Supplies

$_____________________________

Deaconate Supplies

$_____________________________

Other________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________
Donation in Celebration of: __________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Donation: $_________________________________________

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer

First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088



Summer Mow-A-Thon
We are looking for a few good families to sponsor Lawn Mowing for the warm
weather Months.
It will Cost $50.00 per week to maintain the Church grounds. A donation in
any amount will help defray this cost. We are hoping to have sponsors each
week to meet our goal for the months of May, June, July, August and
September. Each week a family or several families’ names will be posted in
the Parish Hall. Please consider your donation in any amount.
Send to: Ways and Means Committee - Lawn Mowing
Attn: Janet Greer,
First Congregational Church, 124 Scantic
Road,
East Windsor, CT 06088
** Indicate on your note if you want to honor a loved one with your donation.

June
6/3 Anne Stucklen
6/10 Joanna Destro
6/10 Joan Stramel
6/10 Paul Reitz
6/16 Renee Leighton
6/21 James Chase
6/27 Kara Denis
6/28 Melissa Desilet

6/3 Roy & Donna Gendreau
6/4 Rick & Carol Osborn
6/9 Joe & Judy Destro

July

7/12 Bill & Rosemary Raber
7/15 Dick & Gae Larson

June

July

7/4 Jean Blanchard
7/7 Juan O’Brien
7/9 Edward Stramel
7/9 Marion Webber
7/15 Curt Zyra
7/20 Jan Smith
7/23 Edith Tracy

It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2017 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2018 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

June
June 6th Finance 7:00 pm
June 11th Women’ Fellowship 11:30 am
June 11th Children’s Sunday followed by All Church Picnic at 11:30 am
June 12th Executive 7:00 pm
June 13th Deacons 7:00 pm
June 17th Strawberry Supper 5:00 pm
June 18th Trustees 8:30 am
June 18th Christian Education 11:30 am
June 24th Memorial Service for Arthur L. Lachance 11:00 am
June 28th Missions 11:30

July
All meetings will be held as needed
July 4th Finance 7:00 pm
July 10th Executive 7:00 pm
July 11th Deacons 7:00 pm
July 16th Trustees 8:30 am
July 16th Christian Education 11:30 am
July 17th Women’s Fellowship 6:30 pm
July 25th Parish Press Articles due for August/September
July 23rd Missions 11:30 am

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Monday of Month

6:30 pm

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30 am

Food Pantry Open

Mondays (Donations only)
Tuesdays Distribution

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions
Book Study

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month
Sundays

11:30
11:30
11:30

8:30 am to 1:00 pm
9:00-noon & 1:00 pm-6:00 pm

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Secretary/Clerk mail box.

If you would like an article included in the August/September issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by July 25th, 2017.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

