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SCANTIC MEETING HOUSE – BUILT 1802

“And He took a child, and put him in the
midst of them; and taking him in His
arms, He said to them, “whoever receives
one such child in my name receives me;
and whoever receives me, receives not
me but Him who sent me”
Mark 9: 36-37
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“And they were bringing children to Him, that He might touch them; and the disciples rebuked them. But
when Jesus saw it He was indignant, and said to them, “Let the children come to Me, do not hinder them; for to
such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a
child shall not enter it.” And He took them in His arms and blessed them, laying His hands upon them” (Mk. 10:
13 – 16; RSV).
It was a common practice among Jewish mothers at the time of Jesus to take their children to be blessed by
a great and respected Rabbi. This was especially true on the child’s first birthday as is the case in the account
recorded in the Gospel of Mark.
We do not fully appreciate the nuance of what is going on until we realize that Jesus is on His way to
the Cross. We can only imagine how the cruel shadow of torture and crucifixion must have hung heavy on
Jesus’ mind. Yet, even amidst His own turmoil Jesus takes time for the children. It says something about Jesus
and it says something about the children.
I have a picture in my study at home depicting Jesus and the children. He is sitting with His left arm
around a little boy with whom He is speaking. The boy’s hands are folded and rest upon Jesus’ left knee as he
gazes intently into the eyes of our Lord. Behind Jesus are three children of varying ages; one leans upon what
appears to be shepherd’s staff, the other two are sisters, the older carrying the younger. On Jesus left side is an
older boy and a younger girl, who stare in amazement, hanging on Jesus every word. But on His right side a
young girl rests her cheek upon His shoulder; she is content, relaxed, trusting and her eyes, wide and dark, look
lovingly upon Jesus. In effect, each child lends an emotion to the scene, representing compassion, joy, intensity
and love. This is how I imagine the account of Jesus and the children described in the Gospel of Mark.
Jesus tells us that the children, because of their simplicity and their innocence are nearer to God than
anyone else. They are the best judges of character because they have no preconceptions. As in the picture I
described, they come before the Lord not in fear, but in joy; they trust Him, long to be with Him, but above all
love Him with a childlike love, a pure love, an unconditional love that has not been colored by the heavy
baggage we carry as adults.

Jesus reciprocates their love. In the culture of the time children have no status in society. In effect, they
live on the margins, victims both of a high mortality rate and in the worst case scenarios, being sold into slavery
to relieve debt. Yet, Jesus announces by His actions that they are important and that God loves them. As proof,
He does not treat them as a nuisance, but welcomes them as a blessing. At no point in His ministry does Jesus
turn away from anyone in need. He is never too tired, never too busy, never too burdened with His own
difficulties to give of Himself to those that needed Him. Such is the case of these children where, unselfishly
and out of love, He interrupted His march to certain death to bless them.
In the spirit of Jesus we also will honor our children as Sunday School begins again on September 17th.
In like manner, it is the same day in which we will start our Confirmation Class. As I have done in the past, if
anyone would like to serve as a mentor or sit in as a guest, please see me or Anne Stucklen, my co-instructor.
For those so considering, it is a two year commitment excluding time off for Thanksgiving, Christmas, winter
break and summer break, which encompasses the last two weeks of June as well as all of July and August.
Classes will meet every week from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. In addition, there will be field trips to other churches
within the Christian tradition as well as to different faith experiences including trips to a Hindu temple, a
Buddhist temple, a synagogue, a mosque, and a Russian Orthodox Church to expose the class to the traditions
of Eastern Christianity. It is informative, fun, and will help strengthen your understanding of and appreciation
for our faith.
Similarly, both morning and evening Bible Study will begin again on Wednesday, September 13th. Our
morning session, which runs from 10:30 until 11:30 a.m., is reviewing the Gospel of Matthew, while our
evening session, which runs from 7:00 until 8:30 p.m., continues with the Old Testament book of Isaiah. If
anyone is interested in joining either group, please see me.
Finally, if we have enough interested parties, we will continue with our Book Study on September 17th.
To date we have read “Faith and Destiny” by Rabbi Philip Lazowski, an account of a holocaust survivor and
“Killing Jesus” by Bill O’Reilly. Classes would be run on Sunday afternoon from 1:00 – 2:00 p.m. To prepare
for our class, a special meeting will be held following worship on September 3rd to select a book to read. Once
again, anyone who is interested, please see me.

As we prepare for another church season, I hope you have fully enjoyed your summer and, as we look
with anticipation to a busy and productive Fall, love God as a child. See you in church.
God Bless, Pastor Tom.

NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE
The Sermon on Sunday, the 30th of July, was titled “The Kingdom of Heaven”. It was a bit of an interactive
Sermon; as Pastor Tom called upon several people in the congregation to answer a question. He asked us what
we thought heaven would be like. There were a variety of responses; as we know very little of what to expect
in Heaven. When I was asked, I said, “Heaven will be a joyful reunion of souls; of loved ones we have been
separated from; and of souls we have yet to meet. And it will be a place where we will finally meet Christ, and
hopefully God.” What do you think Heaven will be like? Jesus told us a bit about what Heaven will be like,
speaking in parables; which was his usual way of teaching the crowds. If you are interested in what Jesus had
to say on that day, and you missed the 3rd Scripture Reading in church this week; you will find some answers in
Matthew 13: 31 – 33, 44 – 52.
The Prayer Chain was activated five times during the month of July; which made that month the busiest of the
year so far. The Prayer Chain works like this: A request for prayers can be made to Pastor Tom, or the Senior
Deacon, or any Deacon. The Senior Deacon starts the Prayer Chain by calling each of the about eight Prayer
Chain Captains; and these Captains call about eight people. This spreads the word without burdening any one
person too much. One of our Captains would like to step down; as she has served for several years. Will
somebody please come forward and offer to serve on the Prayer Chain? You may let any Deacon know, if your
heart moves you to do so. Note: Steve Schortman will activate the Prayer Chain, if there are any requests
between August 19 and August 26; so please call him; as I will be on vacation.
The flower committee is doing an awesome job beautifying the Sanctuary with flowers! Thank you so much
Beckie, Carri and Harriet!
The Sanctuary has not been as hot as some other summers have been. We haven’t needed to hold Service
downstairs in the Parish Hall, due to excessive heat. We didn’t even need the fans in the windows on the 30th of
July. By September the fans will probably be out of the windows; and the candles will be lit again; and the
pews will be fuller again.
August will probably be a bit warm; but do not let that drive you away from church. I am responsible for
Coffee Hour on August 13th; and I will be serving Sundaes with all the toppings! So please remember, after
Sunday Service get your Sundae service
God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen, Senior Deacon

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Introductions
Skit # 1: “The Tempter vs. Jesus”
This year the Sunday school children have learned about their role as members of God’s Mighty Army. They
have learned that God is three in one – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. We all belong to
this Army of One. We serve one true God and fight for one team. Through our belief in Jesus as our Lord and
Savior, we are all members of this team, “Team Jesus”.
This first presentation is a skit titled “The Tempter vs. Jesus”. It demonstrates how we serve our one true God
through worshipping and serving Him only, and how knowing the Word of God helps us to defend ourselves
from evil temptations in our spiritual fight for the Army of One.

Presentation: The Armor of God
As the Sunday school children have studied about the Army of One, they have learned about putting on the full
Armor of God to be prepared to go into spiritual battle. When we use all of the resources God gives us, he will
empower and protect us in the good fight. The children will now demonstrate for you what they have learned
about the Armor of God.
Skit #2: “Don’t Go Against God”
The final presentation this morning shows us how God is on our side when we fight for Team Jesus. The
children looked at the famous battle in the Bible of David and Goliath, and saw that David didn’t fight for the
king, and he didn’t fight for himself. David fought for the one true God. He was victorious because he had on
the full Armor of God.

Sunday School classes will begin on September 17th, 2017. Please see Megan Ellsworth for registration
paperwork to register your child(ren).
The teachers this year will be:
Megan Ellsworth, Director of Christian Education
Marci Stiles, Preschool-2nd grade
Angie Lincoln, 3rd-6th grade
Kathy Gabelmann, Preschool-6th grade & Childrens’ Choir
Betsy Ferolano, Preschool/Nursery
Pastor Tom will resume his monthly Children’s Sermons on the third Sunday of each month, beginning in
October. Students will attend services upstairs on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, and then go downstairs
immediately following Communion and the Children’s Sermon respectively.

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS
It may be a quiet time for the church year but it’s certainly not been quiet at Five Corner. As the saying goes
“Hunger Has No Season”. The second quarter this year we’ve served an average of 279 individuals per month
(145 families), 30% are under 18 and 21% are seniors. We distributed 37,543 lb of groceries which translates
to 34,130 meals!
It takes a lot of people to move that much food. There are about 20 volunteers who faithfully keep us going. I
can’t thank them enough for all they do. Many of them are “cross trained” to many pantry jobs---assisting
shoppers, stocking shelves, picking up donations at Big Y, Geissler’s and Walmart as well as purchases from
Dollar Tree and Aldi. Some maintain an organized storage area in the basement for “overflow” groceries and
others maintain the grounds—mowing the lawn and caring for the gardens. During quiet times our volunteers
keep busy, if they’re not stocking, they are sweeping, vacuuming, cleaning the bathrooms and performing other
ordinary cleaning chores. Our volunteers come from East Windsor and Enfield—St Catherine’s Church, Broad
Brook Church, Our Savior Lutheran Church (S. Windsor), St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church (Longmeadow MA)
and Calvary Presbyterian (Enfield) and Crossroads Community Church (E. Hartford) as well as ours. The
missions committee and I will be hosting a Volunteer Appreciation event on September 10th at the church to
recognize all that they do.
The big ugly white box truck will be soon gone? It served us well for 2 ½ years, but now it’s bit the dust. A
van has been refurbished and donated to the pantry. We hope this vehicle will last us many years to come. (It
certainly will look better parked in the lot than the box truck!)
Last year 5CC participated in a fashion show to help raise hunger awareness and raise money for several hunger
fighting agencies in several nearby towns. This year we will be doing something different—Designer Purse
Bingo! Our date is not final as of yet but we are hoping for October or very early November. Watch for news
in the papers and the next Parish Press.
We will also have a table at the church tag sale which is scheduled for September 16th. Mark your calendars –
come out and support the church and the pantry.
We can always use able bodied volunteers –especially during peak vacation times, but also for those times of
illness or other when our faithful volunteers need to be away. Right now we especially need someone to stock
shelves on Tuesday mornings, since our regular stocker is away for the month of August. It would also be
helpful to have another helper on Tuesday afternoons. Another person to help unload donations on Monday
mornings and afternoons and other irregular times would be greatly appreciated also. We accept people
seeking school, church, scout and court ordered community service hours. Please see Marie or Bill if you can
help.
God doesn’t take a vacation—and neither does Hunger.
For the pantry,
Marie

PUBLIC RELATIONS
We will be holding both an auction and a rummage sale tentatively in Oct and in Nov and we will be storing
donated items in the church basement starting in Sept.
Also -Please have all dates for events (dinners, etc.) submitted to the church office by late August to insure
there are no conflicts and that advanced advertising will be effective.
A big Thanks to all who made the bake sale at the Strawberry Supper such a huge success. We will do it again
next dinner!
Paul Reitz

FINANCE COMMITTEE
We could use your help. We currently have two openings for people who are willing to join our committee. No
special talents are necessary other than an interest in ensuring the funds of the church are used in a manner that
best meets the objectives of the congregation. Talk to any member, leave a note in our mailbox, e-mail
ralarson421@att.net or call Dick at 860-454-5364.
Thanks
Your Finance Committee

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Fellowship is holding a Rent-A-Space Tag Sale on September 16th – 9:00 am to 2:00 pm to benefit
their scholarship fund. Spaces are $15.

FLOWER COMMITTEE
The Flower Committee is in the process of organizing a Fall Mum Fundraiser for late September or Early
October. More information will be forthcoming soon.
Carri Reitz
Beckie Strempfer
Harriet Muska

PAPER GOODS

Extra paper goods have now been moved to the closet in the Main hallway – The former location of the Five
Corner Cupboard. You will find a large number of foam coffee cups for coffee hour, toilet paper and large
rolls of paper for the men’s room. This closet can be used to store supply items.

ASSISTANT TREASURER
Here is a way for you to help the church. Electronic Funds Transfer “EFT” is a way to help the church have a
consistent income. This process is the transfer of funds from your bank account on a regular basis. It can be
weekly, bi-weekly or monthly, your choice. This way, if you go on vacation you don’t have to play catch-up
with your pledge for the weeks you are away.
Please complete the included form and give it to Nelda Fortier, who will make the necessary arrangements with
VANCO, the church’s business who handles the transfer of funds from your account to the Church’s bank
account.

AUTHORIZATION FORM

ELECTRONIC TRANSFER OF FUNDS

Name of the organization: First Congregational Church of East Windsor

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

ENVELOPE/DONOR #

DATE

Effective date of authorization: _____/_____/_____
Type of authorization:

 New authorization
 Change banking information

 Change donation amount
 Discontinue electronic donation

 Change donation date

First Name

Last Name

Address
City

State

Zip

Email Address
DATE OF FIRST DONATION:
_______/_______/_______

FREQUENCY OF DONATION:






Weekly – Mondays
Semi-Monthly – 1st and 15th
st

Monthly on the 1

FUNDS:

AMOUNTS:

 General/Operating
 Building
 Pledge Fund

$_____________
$_____________
$_____________

Monthly on the 15th
Total

Please debit my donation from my (check one):

CHECKING / SAVINGS

 Savings Account (contact your financial institution for Routing #)
 Checking Account (attach a voided check below)

$_____________

Routing Number: ____________________________
Valid Routing # must start with 0, 1, 2, or 3
Account Number: ____________________________

I authorize the above organization to process debit entries to my account. I understand that this authority will remain in effect until I provide
reasonable notification to terminate the authorization.

Authorized Signature:_______________________________________________________ Date:________________

If using a checking account, please attach a voided check at the bottom of this page.

Donations With Love

Building Maintenance

$_____________________________

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

$_____________________________

Music Committee

$_____________________________

Christian Education

$_____________________________

Missions

$_____________________________

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

$_____________________________

Coffee Hour Supplies

$_____________________________

Office Supplies

$_____________________________

Deaconate Supplies

$_____________________________

Other________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________
Donation in Celebration of: __________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Donation: $_________________________________________

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer

First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088



Submitted by Nelda Fortier

Summer Mow-A-Thon
We are looking for a few good families to sponsor Lawn Mowing for the warm
weather Months.
It will Cost $50.00 per week to maintain the Church grounds. A donation in
any amount will help defray this cost. We are hoping to have sponsors each
week to meet our goal for the months of May, June, July, August and
September. Each week a family or several families’ names will be posted in
the Parish Hall. Please consider your donation in any amount.
Send to: Ways and Means Committee - Lawn Mowing
Attn: Janet Greer,
First Congregational Church, 124 Scantic
Road,
East Windsor, CT 06088
** Indicate on your note if you want to honor a loved one with your donation.

August
8/2 Marian Rolocut
8/9 Linda Kasevich
8/11 Angie Lincoln
8/12 Fred Stucklen
8/20 Jim Spencer
8/24 Sabrina Leighton
8/25 Steve Schortman
8/26 Kevin Brett
8/26 Greg Gabelmann

August
8/1 Karen & Dick Gaudreau
8/3 Sue & Paul Nai
8/27 Cindy & Dick Birmingham

September
None

September
9/2 Helen Castle
9/4 Susan Flanigan
9/9 Tom Gabelmann
9/15 Diane Fredette
9/20 Carri Reitz
9/21 Dick Stathers

It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2017 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2018 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

August
Meetings will be held only if needed
August 8th Finance 7:00 pm
August 21st Women’ Fellowship 6:30 pm
August 14th Executive 7:00 pm
August 15th Deacons 7:00 pm
August 20th Trustees 8:30 am
August 20th Christian Education 11:30 am
August 27th Missions 11:30

September
September 3rd Special Meeting for Book Study (if there is sufficient interest) following Worship Service
September 5th Finance 7:00 pm
September 11th Executive 7:00 pm
September 12th Deacons 7:00 pm
September 13th Bible Study begins,
Morning 10:30 am to 11:30 am (time may change)
Evening 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
September 16th (9:00 am to 2:00 pm) Rent-A- Space Tag Sale
September 17th Trustees 8:30 am
September 17th Confirmation Class begins
September 17th Christian Education 11:30 am
September 17th Book Study (if there is sufficient interest) 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm
September 18th Women’s Fellowship 6:30 pm
September 24th Missions 11:30 am
September 25th Parish Press Articles due for October/November

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Monday of Month

6:30 pm

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30 am

Food Pantry Open

Mondays (Donations only)
Tuesdays Distribution

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions
Book Study

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month
Sundays

11:30 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm to 2:00 pm

8:30 am to 1:00 pm
9:00-noon & 1:00 pm-6:00 pm

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Secretary/Clerk mail box.

If you would like an article included in the October/November issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by September 25th, 2017.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

