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“Rejoice in your hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer”
Romans 12:12
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“For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to
give you a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29: 11; RSV).
Chapter 29 in the Book of Jeremiah is commonly referred to as Jeremiah’s Letter to the
Exiles. It was composed in the period of Jewish history called the Babylonian Exile, a time
during which a number of the inhabitants of the Kingdom of Judah were captives in Babylonia
and was written in response to the baseless claims by the leaders, prophets and priests who were
promising an immediate return to their homeland. Among other things, Jeremiah tells the exiles
to persevere, to pray, and to remain faithful to God and not be deceived by false religious leaders
because God has plans for them and will extend to them “a future and a hope.”
In like manner, whether it is in times of great joy or even in those times in which we feel
like exiles, God has a plan for us, a plan for our future, a plan of hope. The hope to which we
aspire is to be reunited with God forever and only comes through Jesus. Hear again what the
Apostle Paul says in the very beginning of his Letter to Titus:
“From Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ. I was chosen and sent to
help the faith of God’s chosen people and to lead them to the truth taught by our religion, which
is based on the hope for eternal life (emphasis added). God, who does not lie, promised us this
life before the beginning of time, and at the right time He revealed it in His message. This was
entrusted to me, and I proclaim it by order of God our Savior” (Titus 1: 1 – 3; GNT).
Still, we need remember that faith in our God is not a spectator sport; we need to become
involved in our faith as much as we need to hone our faith, to evolve from who we are into who
God wants us to be. In short, the future and the hope which God promises are dependent on our
actions; on our praying each day; reading the Bible; and coming to church. God will respond, but
we need to make a move and not take God for granted. We do this on an earthly plane without

thinking, as, for example, when we seek employment. If we desire to be hired at a company we
cannot sit home waiting for the company to call, we must make out an application.
Similarly, if we desire to know God and the future and the hope He has intended for us,
we need to not sit around waiting for God to come to us, but to go to God and rededicate
ourselves to Him. There is no better time to start then now as the church emerges from the hazy,
lazy days of summer and blossoms into a bevy of activity.
Among the variety of activities that mark the next two months, I would underscore: the
beginning again of Sunday School; the Indoor Rent a Space Tag Sale on Saturday, September
17th from 9: 00 a.m. until 2: 00 p.m.; and our resuming Bible Study. Initially, we intended to start
on Wednesday, September 14th, but due to scheduling conflicts, we have moved this up one
week to the 21st. Morning Bible Study will meet at 10: 00 a.m. and continue with the tenth
chapter in the Gospel of Mark. Evening Bible Study will meet as it always has from 7: 00 until 8:
30 p.m. This session will witness our reading the book, “Faith and Destiny,” by Rabbi Philip
Lazowski, relating his experiences as a young boy in Nazi occupied Poland. Additionally, we are
beginning a Book Study. The first book under consideration is “Not A Silent Night” by Adam
Hamilton, a fictional account of Jesus life from the point of view of Mary. The day and time for
this have yet to be determined. Moreover, as we enter the last four months of the year, I would
remind any who are interested in joining the church to consult with me or our Senior Deacon,
Anne Stucklen.
Additionally, please keep in mind that Remembrance Sunday will be held on October
30th. This is the service in which we honor those who have passed into God’s eternal kingdom
during this past year. If you wish to have a loved one’s name mentioned and to light a candle in
their memory, you will need to make out a form stating the name of the deceased, their date of

passing and as to whether or not you will be attending. Forms will be in the sanctuary and on the
stage during coffee hour; they must be in by Sunday, October 23rd, one week before the event, to
allow ample time to complete the bulletin and determine the amount of candles required.
Finally, it is with a sad heart that I announce the passing of William Mead, who died on
Sunday, August 21st. Bill was a kind and gentle soul who suffered for many years from a host of
physical maladies and went through numerous operations, but who, regardless of the pain he was
in or the discomfort he had to endure, always maintained a sunny and cheerful disposition. I
often said that of all he had been through, he had the right to complain---yet he never did. He
would answer a question truthfully regarding his pain level or what was going on with his body
at the time, but he would on no occasion lament over his fate. Rather, he accepted his life with all
its difficulties and was so very grateful for those who came to his aid and sought to ease his
burdens. He was most thankful to our church and particularly to Sue Stathers and Jan Smith who
brought him to appointments when asked as well as delivering food from the Food Pantry when
his mobility was compromised.
Of all the conversations we had and the stories we shared, there was one in particular he
asked me to either put in the Parish Press or use somehow in a sermon. It happened when I was
driving him to get a blood test in Windsor Locks and we brought his dog “Casper,” with us, a
little white Poodle who weighed about ten pounds. On our way “Casper” repeatedly jumped
from the front seat to the back seat and the back seat to the front seat. In response to this energy
filled activity Bill turned to me and said, “Oh, that’s just what he does. He does it all the time.”
So, I decided to try something. After “Casper” made yet another leap into the backseat I turned
to him and said, “Casper” if you jump into the front seat again, I’m going to deliver a sermon.”

“Casper” sat there, his eyes wide and his ears perked up listening to what I had said as if
he understood each word. He remained like a statue all the way to the parking lot. When Bill got
out of the car to go into the building “Casper” didn’t flinch; when Bill returned and the entire
way home, “Casper” remained in the backseat—sitting dutifully. After we returned to Bill’s
apartment he said in amazement, “He’s never done that! He’s never sat like that in the backseat
the whole way home—ever!!! I think it was your threat of going to tell him a sermon that did it!
He didn’t want to hear the sermon, so he didn’t come back into the front seat!” Then he laughed
and said, “I’ve got to tell Pauline and the rest of the girls.” Then he laughed again.
Bill, I will miss talking to you. I will miss your sense of humor and your expressions. I
will miss the example you provided of how to handle suffering nobly and with grace. But most
of all, I will miss you.
May God accept into His fold the soul of our dearly departed brother in faith, Bill Mead
so that he is at last, at long last, whole and at peace. This we pray in Jesus Name. AMEN.
In turn, may each of us look toward the future with hope.
God Bless, Pastor Tom.

NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE

As always, I cannot help but notice how the changes in nature, reflect the changes in our
lives. I have been starting my Diaconate articles comparing them for years; and this article
will start the same as usual.
The weather in New England is certainly a good place to look for these comparisons. Summer
is slipping away; and Autumn will soon arrive in the wind. Today, the 4th of September,
it seemed to be blowing in! Some of life's changes seem to blow us away too; but then we need
only to look at the Autumn leaves to see the beauty in change. The seasons can be compared to
life's big changes; and the daily changes in weather to the smaller changes in our life. The 13th
of August was so hot and humid; that I had my Annual Daycare Picnic inside. The 3rd of
September was warm & breezy for my Labor Day Annual Picnic. The changes in weather
certainly can have an effect on our moods. I am fortunate enough to have air conditioning; so
both picnics were successful; many others do not have that luxury. The important thing is to
thank God for each day; and find the beauty within it; even if it seems to last only a
moment. On Sunday, the 4th of September, we were able to light the candles; as the fans were
not needed. Time will tell if the fans will be needed again this Summer.
Please note: Pastor Tom will be away September 27th - October 4th. We need to fill the pulpit
October 2nd; as it is Communion Sunday; we were hoping to have an Ordained Minister.
Have you noticed the beautiful new banners in the Sanctuary? We are planning on purchasing
1 or 2 more in the future; as they are inexpensive.
Please note: The Deacon funds are depleting. If you are so moved; any "Gifts Of Love" will
be appreciated.
We have a few people interested in becoming members of our church. You will be hearing
more this month, as soon as a date is set for a New Members Sunday.
Please Note: October 30th is our annual Remembrance Sunday. If you have lost a loved
one since last October, and would like to be included in this meaningful candle-lighting
ceremony; please speak to Pastor Tom or any of the Deacons. Forms will be available the 1st
week of October; and have to be in by October 23rd.
The Deacon's will be having a Retreat on October 9th from 12 to 4; in order to reflect on our
faith and spirituality.
Bible Study will begin again on September 21st at 7pm. Please come if you are able. All are
welcome.
God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Our summer siesta over, we will meet on September 6 to continue the management of the
church’s 2016 budget and prepare for establishing the church budget for 2017.
Our 2016 budget was approved projecting a deficit of approximately $10,000. As of the end of
August we appear to be tracking fairly closely to that projection. With 67% of the year behind us
we have received $76,933 in income (towards the forecasted total for the year of $114,900, or
67%), while expenses of $86,872 have been incurred (towards the anticipated total for the year
of $125,693 – or 69%). We are hopeful that the gap may be shortened by better returns on our
investments (stock market is up) and fund raising.
A number of events have taken place over the last few months:
 We moved funds that were lying essentially fallow in a First Niagra savings account to
the UCC “Cornerstone Fund”. The return, while not great, is 10 times greater than we
had been receiving
 We established a means to contribute to the church via its website
 Nelda Fortier has agreed to take over from Donna Gendreau as the Assistant Treasurer.
We will miss Donna’s savvy, insight, and contributions to the Committee and thank her
for her dedication and commitment
Pledging will begin shortly and your committee encourages you to consider pledging using our
automatic debit system. It is easy to set up, is painless and avoids the “catch up” that typically
occurs in the fall when everyone returns. See Nelda for details.

WAYS AND MEANS
Ways and Means/5 Corner Cupboard is holding a Tag Sale/Vendor Sale on Sept.17th, 9:00am2:00pm, rain or shine. Proceeds will be split between Ways and Means and 5 Corner Cupboard.
Please come and support your church.
Ways and Means is looking for benefactors for our November 12th annual raffle. If you are able to give
gift cards in any amount, it will be greatly appreciated.

Diane

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS
We must be ever vigilant to combat the beast called HUNGER. HUNGER is around all year. It never takes a
vacation or even a three day weekend. About 40 new families came to the pantry since the end of May. This
brings the total number of families we have helped so far this year to 246. Some come every other month or
every few months or "only when I really need it". The number of families we serve stays about 120 or so each
month.
As always we can't do what we do without the support of the generous folks of East Windsor. Lots of home
gardeners brought produce, (personally, if I see another squash or cucumber........), many people sent checks
(and once even cash!), others gave freely of their time. Thanks to the Kita family for their many gifts of laundry
detergent, veggies and especially for Lizzie, Nathan and Carolyn, who volunteered again this summer--as well
as keeping us supplied with Birthday Bags and Kevin for taking care of our water filters. Our thanks also to
Michael Greer who assisted us anytime we called for extra help. Our thanks also to all those who provided egg
cartons, and bags. (We now have TONS of plastic bags -- we can sure use more paper bags though.) Many
thanks also to the families who have asked for donations to the pantry in lieu of flowers upon the death of a
loved one.
WHAT'S NEW?
HOURS-- Beginning the week of October 2nd, we will not be open on Thursdays. We will be open ALL DAY
every Tuesday. This will more than double the hours our clients can shop, it will accommodate those with
transportation or health issues and it will give the volunteers increased "down time" every week. So the new
hours will be:
Mondays - 8:30-about noon (maybe later) to accept donations, stock and organize the shelves and conduct
our weekly Walmart, Foodshare and Big Y pickups. (Appointments also available to accept donations.)
Tuesdays - 8:30am-12:00 and 1:00-7:00pm for client shopping.
LOGO-- Our logo was first a bread basket, then a grocery bag for several years. Since the pantry is a mission
of the church we wanted our logo to reflect our connection with the church. Watch for the new logo soon. We
will be getting new business cards and letterhead paper with envelopes. All the graphic design work and the
first order were paid for through a generous donation by a local couple. Our brochures will be revised to
include the new logo soon.
FACEBOOK-- We also have a new Facebook page which we will be using as our website. This is the link if
you want to check it out: https://www.facebook.com/FiveCornerCupboardFoodPantry -- a photo of the church
is the profile picture. The old group page is still there with lots of photos of pantry happenings.
UPCOMING EVENTS:
 November 5th--Annual town wide "Scouting for Food" food drive
 November 18th or 19th--Annual Turkey & Fixin's Thanksgiving distribution
 Week before Christmas--Annual Christmas dinner food distribution
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: We are always looking for mature, responsible, committed people who
want to be a soldier in the fight against the beast named HUNGER.
 Tuesdays beginning in October: Available shifts are 1pm-4pm and 4p -7pm. Primary duties will
include assisting clients and stocking shelves. 4-6 people will be needed for each shift.
 Scout food drive day, the week before to clean the pantry and containers and the week afterward to
check, sort and store donations
 Nov & Dec at Thanksgiving and Christmas basket time to set up and breakdown as well as assist
clients.

MISCELLANEY- Did you know there is a Little Free Library on the pantry porch? Come check it out!
 Anyone have a lightweight good used vacuum cleaner to donate?
 Several ways to contact me: pantry office phone 860-758-7763, my cell or home phones and Facebook
"...for I was hungry and you gave me food..." Matthew 25:35
Let's fight the beast called HUNGER together!
Marie
Current pantry needs:
Pancake mix/Syrup
Strawberry Preserves
Canned Fruits
Canned Meats
Salad Dressing/Ketchup
Oil/Vinegar
Gravy/Broths/Stock
Tea
Beef & Chicken Soups
Baking Mixes (all kinds)

Personal Care:
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes/Floss
Denture cleaner
Denture grip
Bar soap
Hair conditioner
Razors/Shaving cream
Feminine Supplies

Other:
Dish detergent
Laundry detergent
Cleaners (Lysol, bleach,
floor cleaner, etc.)
Paper towels
Kleenex
Cat Food
Cat litter
Quart & Gallon Zip Bags

And of course monetary donations are always welcome
Checks can be made to: Five Corner Cupboard
124 Scantic Rd, East Windsor CT 06088
Mature, responsible, committed volunteers always welcome.
Thank you all for your support of the Five Corner Cupboard
Marie

GENEROSITY

The Generosity Campaign will begin soon which means it is time for us to continue to think
and pray about supporting our church.
Gratitude and Generosity is like a muscle – the more you use it the stronger it grows, to be grateful is to find blessings in
everything.
Generosity has many levels. We have to think generously, speak generously, and act generously.
Stay tuned… you will hear more about our campaign in the coming months.
Faithfully, your generosity committee
Janet Greer
Dianna Riley
Linda Sinsigallo

Donations with Love:
Making a donation is a thoughtful way to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or remember a special loved one or friend who
has passed away. Birthday/Anniversary challenge: Donate the amount of your current age or number of years
married:
(Age 101=$101.00 donation). Your generous gift can be earmarked for any one of our church departments. Please fill in
the form below and tell us where you would like your donation to go.
Building Maintenance

$_____________________________

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

$_____________________________

Music Committee

$_____________________________

Christian Education

$_____________________________

Missions

$_____________________________

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

$_____________________________

Coffee Hour Supplies

$_____________________________

Office Supplies

$_____________________________

Deaconate Supplies

$_____________________________

Other________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________
Donation in Celebration of: __________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Donation: $_________________________________________

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer

First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088



September
9/2 Helen Castle
9/4 Susan G. (Ellsworth) Flanigan
9/9 Tom Gabelmann
9/15 Diane Fredette
9/21 Dick Stathers

October
10/8 Jackson Lincoln
10/8 Ryan Gondarowski
10/10 Brian Novak
10/10 Lou McGonagle
10/15 Rick Osborn
10/22 Gerda Mikkelsen
10/22 Mabel Fredette
10/24 Linda Sinsigallo
10/26 Don Ojantakanen
10/31 Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone

September
None

October
10/2 Mike & Nelda Fortier
10/15 Michael & Dianna Riley

It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2016 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2017 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Monday of Month

6:30 pm

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30am

Food Pantry Open

Tuesday & Thursday mornings
and 3rd Tuesday of each Month

9:00am to 11:00am
6:00pm to 7:00pm

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:00 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month

11:30
11:30

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Secretary/Clerk mail box.
If you would like an article included in the November/December issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by October 25th, 2016.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

September/October
September 6th Finance 7:00 pm
September 12th Executive 7:00 pm
September 13th Deacons 7:00 pm
September 17th Indoor Tag Sale 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
September 18th Trustees 8:30 am
September 18th Christian Education 11:30 am
September 19th Women’s Fellowship 6:30 pm
September 25th Missions 11:30

October 4th Finance 7:00 pm
October 10th Executive 7:00 pm
October 11th Deacons 7:00 pm
October 16th Trustees 8:30 am
October 16th Christian Education 11:30
October 17th Women’s Fellowship 6:30
October 23rd Missions 11:30
October 25th Parish Press Articles due for November/December
October 29th Ways and Means Dinner
October 30th Remembrance Sunday

