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SUNDAY WORSHIP 10:00 AM
The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone, Pastor

SCANTIC MEETING HOUSE – BUILT 1802

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as
soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts out its leaves, you know that
summer is near”
Matthew 24:32
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come”
(II Cor. 5: 17; RSV).
In this one verse the Apostle Paul declares a truth that faces everyone who professes Jesus as their Lord and
Savior. It is a position Paul well knew, for if you recall, he went through his own time of trial before giving
himself over to Jesus. In fact, when Paul was younger he actively persecuted the followers of Jesus. He
confesses this in the book of Acts, declaring, “I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering to
prison both men and women” (Acts 22: 4; RSV). In effect, Paul admits that he was an instrument of the Jewish
religious elite used to oppress followers of “The Way” (a term which refers to Christianity, as when Jesus says,
“I am the way” in John 14: 6a), have them arrested and sent to prison in Jerusalem (cf. Acts 8: 3; 9; 2).
Consequently, by any standard, Paul would be the last one to declare Jesus the Messiah.
Yet, Paul discovered the transformative power of God knows no limits. (At this point in the biblical
narrative Paul is known as Saul, his Hebrew name. As a Roman citizen he also had a Roman name, the more
familiar, Paul. For convenience sake, I am simply referring to him by the name with which we are more
accustomed.) As he relates the account, he was on his way to Damascus armed with letters from the high priest
and all of the council members which he was to present to the Jewish leaders authorizing him to arrest followers
of Jesus and bring them back in chains to Jerusalem (Acts 22: 5; RSV).
One day about noon as he was getting close to Damascus a bright light from heaven flashed around him.
Falling to the ground he heard a voice asking him “why do you persecute Me?” Paul answered by asking, “Who
are You, Lord?” “And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting’ (Acts 22: 7 – 8;
NKJV). It was a very personal experience; those who were with him saw the light, but they did not hear the
voice. Still, the Divine light left Paul temporarily blind and he had to be led by the hand into Damascus. Once in
the city his sight is restored when Ananias, another agent of God, declares, “receive your sight” (Acts 22: 13a;
NIV). Paul’s sight is restored and he is told by Ananias that he has been chosen by the God of Israel to know
the Divine will; to see the Lord Jesus; to hear the words from Jesus mouth; and to be His witness to all the
world (Acts 22: 14 – 15; NKJV). He is then told to be baptized that his sins might be washed away.

Baptism is an outward and visible sign of an inward work of grace. Through the sacrament of baptism
we are incorporated into the church universal. In our denomination people are baptized as either children or
adults. If an infant or child is baptized one or both parents along with one or more sponsors promises to raise
that child in the Christian tradition until that time when the individual will decide for himself or herself as to
whether or not they are going affirm their baptism and accept Jesus as their Lord and Savior. When they do
they, like Paul, are transformed, and they will never be the same again.
Paul describes it as being “in Christ” by which he means that our old self dies and a new self is created
as if once again fashioned from the hands of God. In this new life we acquire a fresh set of standards and
responsibilities that transcend those of the world. In short, as followers of Jesus, we are to mirror his examples
of unconditional love in how we behave and act towards others. It is a most difficult proposition, made possible
only by surrendering ourselves to His will.
On Sunday, May 22nd four individuals made this life altering commitment. They are: Rachel Marie
Gendreau; Elizabeth Anna Kita; Logan Elizabeth Muska; and Juan M. O’Brien. I must say, our year and a half
together has passed all too quickly and I will genuinely miss our Sunday gatherings after church. They have
worked hard, at times very hard, to master the material both in Scripture and our textbook; have been engaging
in conversations and discussions; attended fieldtrips; written papers; shown a sense of respect for one another;
created a sense of camaraderie; and, of course, listened to a variety of “stories from my own life.” As such, they
are true examples of those upon whom the future of the church is entrusted. Thank you for a wonderful class!
Also, I would like to thank my co-instructor, Anne Stucklen, and the ways she enriched our class through her
deep faith, insight and intelligence.
As we progress through the hot and lazy days of summer, I would remind the congregation again of
our upcoming schedule. Specifically, Bible Study for both morning and evening will be concluding on
Wednesday, June 1st and will resume on Wednesday, September 14th. Additionally, our Tag Sale will take
place on Saturday, June 4th; Children’s Sunday and our church picnic on June 12th; and our Strawberry Supper
on Saturday, June 18th.

Moreover, the month of June will witness me being off for two Sundays. In celebration of my 60th
birthday, I am taking a mini-vacation from Sunday, June 5th to Friday, June 10th to go to Springfield, Illinois to
attend a tour and various talks on President Lincoln. I first approached the deacons last November on the
possibility of this trip and am now very much looking forward to visiting the historical sites of my favorite
president. Leading worship in my absence will be our moderator, Steve Schortman; pastoral coverage will be
provided by the Rev. Carol Lewis of the Broad Brook Congregational Church. Thank you both in advance.
While the 5th promises to be quite enjoyable, my second Sunday off promises not to be as fun. As many
of you know I have been suffering with hip and back pain for almost a year. In consultation with neurosurgeon,
Dr. Stephen Calderon (no relation), it has been determined that I will need minor back surgery. As I will be
going in on Friday, June 17th, Anne Stucklen has graciously consented to lead worship on June 19th to give me
time to recuperate; thank you Anne for your kindness, concern and consideration. It is much appreciated.
As I conclude this edition of our newsletter, it is my sad duty to report the passing of two former
members of our church, Kenneth Lee Wormstedt (Friday, November 2, 1956 – Wednesday, May 4, 2016) and
Lawrence Schanck, Jr. (Wednesday, September 27, 1939 – Wednesday, May 11, 2016).
Kenny’s great loves were his daughter, Kristen and the outdoors. A veteran of the United States Army,
he served his country for a year and a half, from 1975 – 1976, stationed in Germany as a member of the tank
corps. While I remember several occasions when Kenny did our Scripture readings during worship, one in
particular comes to mind. It was a hot Sunday and Kenny showed up in a suit looking exceedingly
uncomfortable. His cheeks were red and sweat poured down his face and neck. Still, out of a sense of decorum,
he would not loosen his collar, tie, or take off his jacket. A Christian soldier determined to do his duty, Kenny
sacrificed comfort to be reverent before His God. Truth be told he had a good reading voice and did a wonderful
job. I think he rather enjoyed it and over the course of several other readings executed with the same level of
preparation and dedication to detail. I ask that you especially keep Kristen and Gary, his only surviving brother,
in your prayers at this difficult time.

Additionally, we mourn the loss of Lawrence Schanck, Jr. Lawrence was also a veteran having served in
the United States Army from 1963 – 1965, during the Vietnam Era. After an honorable discharge he worked for
many years as a correctional officer with the state of Connecticut. Lawrence loved particularly working on his
classic cars, especially his red and white Volkswagen convertible, for which he won many trophies at various
car shows, and his black Karmann Ghia. He enjoyed traveling and had been on many cruises and road trips
often meeting with people and talking about his cars. In addition to his family, I ask that you keep his cousins
Diane, Tina, and Emily, who were his caretakers during the past year, in your prayers in their time of their
mourning.
Whether it be the seasons of the year or the seasons of our lives, we need remember that we have been
transformed from who we are into who God wants us to be by Him who died upon the Cross.
Have a wonderful summer!
God Bless,
Pastor Tom.

NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE
It feels like summer has arrived unexpectedly early this year; and I was not prepared for the hot weather. Were
you prepared for the season to change? Let's hope we are all prepared when the hour has come for our Lord to
return. Nobody knows what season it will be; so we must continue to prepare ourselves. Do not let your Bible
gather dust on the shelf. Open it. Read it as often as you are able; and search for the answers that you
seek. Bring your questions to Bible Study; and we can search for answers together; as we try to interpret the
Scriptures. Sunday morning is not enough time to grow your faith; or to find it. If you attend church every
week, that only assures that you read the Bible fifty-two times a year.
*Pulpit Supply: Steve Schortman will be filling in on June 5th; while Pastor Tom takes a
few days to go on a long awaited trip.
Note: There will be no Communion on this Sunday.
Anne Stucklen (Myself) will be filling in on June 19th; while Pastor
Tom has time to fully recuperate from his surgery.
Mother's Day: 3 Gifts of Scripture were given to the women of the church on their special
day. They are as follows:
(1). "Reject not your mother's teachings; for they are a fair garland for
your head, and pendants for you neck"
Proverbs 1:8b-9
(2). "Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God has
commanded you."
Deuteronomy 5:16
(3). Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are
old they will not turn from it."
Proverbs 22:6
Vacation: Pastor Tom will be away from August 1st - 31st. Pulpit supply will be posted in the bulletin as soon
as it is available.
Rev. Carol Lewis, from Broad Brook Congregational Church, will be available for emergencies. (First: Contact
any Deacon for help.)
As a reminder: The candles will not be lit in the Sanctuary while the fans are on, which will probably be most
of the summer.
God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS
Summer is here and we'll be in the doldrums soon-- lazing around, trying to stay cool... Not at the pantry
though! After all, hunger doesn't take a vacation- people need to eat all year long. So please continue with your
very generous donations.
Especially needed in the summer is "kid food". Lots of children in East Windsor participate in the free or
reduced lunch/breakfast program at school, but when school is out they may go all day until supper without
eating so we distribute extra food from June until mid-August. Extras include, 100% juice, mac + cheese,
peanut butter, jelly, canned pasta, tuna and cereal so these items are especially needed right now.
The Letter Carriers' food drive in mid May brought us about 5,000 lbs of food! A bit less than last year, but still
pretty substantial. We've just finished sorting it all. But that will go fast, feeding about 125 families (600
individuals) each month.
The "Hunger Takes No Vacation" Fashion Show Against Hunger was held last evening with much success.
The show was almost sold out, the fashions were cute-Nicole Nalepa and Scot Haney really jazzed it up. The
food was great and lots of great items were (silent) auctioned off. There was one very delighted person who
won the week safari for 2 in South Africa. All in all a great evening. Thanks to the folks from church who
supported this effort.
NEEDED ITEMS:
Coffee-regular, decaf and instant
Meal helpers like Hamburger Helper
Chicken and beef soups
Sardines/clams, etc. (we do not need salmon at the moment)
Condiments- ketchup, mustard, relish, pickles, mayo
Sugar and flour, frosting, baking mixes,
Pancake mix (Complete-no need to add other ingredients)
Syrup
Paper goods- toilet paper, paper towels, kleenex
Personal care items -toothbrushes/floss, Polygrip, hair conditioner, feminine products (pads, tampons, adult
underwear)
Cleaning products-dish soap, floor cleaner, fabric softener, bleach
Have a great summer everyone!

Marie

MISSIONS
Christian missions is following Christ’s call…obeying Christ, sharing Christ, and relying on Christ.
Matthew 18:10-14
To see men, women, and children brought to the knowledge of God through trusting in Jesus Christ
alone for their salvation.
We as members of the Mission Committee try to follow Christ’s call.
This year to date we have collected cell phones for our soldiers, eyeglasses for the Lion’s Club, and have
raised $207.00 for One Great Hour of Sharing. Which supports projects that break the cycles of poverty,
hunger and thirst. We will continue to plan activities and projects throughout the year.
Respectfully submitted:
Diane Fredette /Cindy Birmingham

WAYS AND MEANS
Purpose:
To oversee all fund raising activities of the church. These fundraisers supplement the pledge drive, offerings
and other contributions received by the church. This helps the church to meet our annual budget as well as
promote and build our sense of community. Our goal this year is to raise $10,000. We are off to a great start.
Our lasagna take out lunch netted $331.00 and our vendor fair $900.00. We have more events scheduled: RentA-Space tag sale on June 4th and our wonderful Strawberry Supper on June 18th. For us to reach our goal we
need the support of all our members. Join us for all our events.
Respectfully submitted:
Diane Fredette

Donations with Love:
Making a donation is a thoughtful way to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or remember a special loved one or friend who
has passed away. Birthday/Anniversary challenge: Donate the amount of your current age or number of years
married:
(Age 101=$101.00 donation). Your generous gift can be earmarked for any one of our church departments. Please fill in
the form below and tell us where you would like your donation to go.
Building Maintenance

$_____________________________

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

$_____________________________

Music Committee

$_____________________________

Christian Education

$_____________________________

Missions

$_____________________________

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

$_____________________________

Coffee Hour Supplies

$_____________________________

Office Supplies

$_____________________________

Deaconate Supplies

$_____________________________

Other________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________
Donation in Celebration of: __________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Donation: $_________________________________________

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer

First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088



June
6/3 Anne Stucklen
6/10 Joanna Destro
6/10 Joan Stramel
6/16 Renee Leighton
6/21 Jim Chase
6/27 Kara Denis
6/28 Melissa Desilet

June
6/3 Roy & Donna Gendreau
6/4 Rick & Carol Osborn
6/9 Joe & Judy Destro

July
July
7/4 Jean Blanchard
7/7 Juan O’Brien
7/9 Marion Webber
7/9 Edward Stramel
7/15 Curt Zyra
7/20 Jan Smith
7/23 Edith Tracy

7/12 Bill & Rosemary Raber
7/17 Dick & Gae Larson
7/24 Brian & Barbara Novak

August
8/1 George & Karen Gaudreau
8/3 Paul & Sue Nai
8/23 David & Karen Bearce
8/27 Dick & Cindy Birmingham

August
8/2 Marion Rolocut
8/9 Linda Kasevich
8/11 Angela (Groves) Lincoln
8/12 Fred Stucklen
8/20 Jim Spencer
8/24 Sabrina Leighton
8/26 Greg Gabelmann
8/26 Kevin Brett

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2016 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2017 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Monday of Month

6:30 pm

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30am

Food Pantry Open

Tuesday & Thursday mornings
and 3rd Tuesday of each Month

9:00am to 11:00am
6:00pm to 7:00pm

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month

11:30
11:30

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Public Relations mail box.
If you would like an article included in the September/October issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by August 25th, 2016.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

June/July/August
June 4th Tag Sale 9-2
June 7th Finance 7:00 pm
June 12th Children’s Sunday, Church Photo and Picnic
June 13th Executive 7:00 pm
June 14th Deacons 7:00 pm
June 18th Strawberry Supper 5:00 pm

July 5th Finance 7:00 pm
July 12th Deacons 7:00 pm

August- Meetings as needed

