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“Don’t be worried! Have faith in God
and have faith in Me. There are many
rooms in My Father’s house. I wouldn’t
tell you this unless it was true. I am going
there to prepare a place for each of you.
After I have done this, I will come back
and take you with Me. Then we will be
together. You know the way to where I
am going” (John 14: 1 – 4; CEV).
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“And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white
robe; and they were amazed. And he said to them, “Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen, He is not here; see the place where they laid Him. But
go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as
He told you” (Mk. 16: 5- 7; RSV).
The rising of Jesus from the dead is the central tenant of the Christian faith. We might even
go so far as to declare that IT IS the Christian faith. Important as the birth of Jesus is, it pales in
comparison to the resurrection event. The Apostle Paul summarizes the argument most
succinctly in his First Letter to the Corinthians:

“Now if Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is
no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not
been raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in
vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that He
raised Christ, whom He did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the
dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised, then
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins” (I Cor. 15: 12 – 17; RSV). “It would also
mean that the believers in Christ who have died are lost. If our hope in Christ is good for
this life only and no more, then we deserve more pity than anyone else in the world. But
the truth is that Christ has been raised from death, as the guarantee that those who sleep
in death will also be raised” (I Cor. 15: 18 – 20; GNT).
Paul argues for the absolute centrality of the resurrection in a series of “if”, “then”
statements. If Jesus has not been raised, then, our preaching is in vain; our faith is in vain; we
are misrepresenting God; we are still in our sins; those who have died believing in Christ are
lost; our hope for a better life beyond the bounds of this world with all its pain and suffering
would be in vain; and, having lived our lives with such a false belief, we would be the most
pitied of all God’s creatures.

Paul’s long list of bleak consequences if Jesus has not been raised from the dead is
underscored and undermined by one declarative statement of hope: “But the truth is that Christ
has been raised from death, as the guarantee that those who sleep in death will also be raised” (I
Cor. 15: 18 – 20; GNT). Put another way, Paul is saying that all of these things would have
happened if Jesus had been raised from the dead, but they will not, precisely because He has
been raised from the dead. Consequently, we gather on Easter morning to thank our God who has
sacrificed a part of Himself to redeem His creation (see, e.g., Col. 1: 15 – 22).
Still, notice what happens on that first Easter morning. At no point is the resurrection left
to human testimony or interpretation. For example, there are no human witnesses to the
Resurrection; this is a divine event initiated by God to be accepted through faith (cf. Eph. 2: 8 –
9). In like manner, it is an angel, a Divine messenger, that announces to Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James, and Salome, that Christ has risen. Hence, the truth of the event comes from
God Himself spoken through the lips of an angel. The angel then entrusts the women with God’s
message; as such, they become the human voice of God’s proclamation.
Each year we gather to celebrate this event, where God, out of love, has won for us the
victory of life over death. It is most remarkable to think that this is both the most momentous
event in the history of the world and in the individual lives of every person who has ever lived;
Jesus, by His voluntary sacrifice, died not only for the people of His time, but for generations yet
unborn. We are part of that group, individuals who cannot, not sin, but for whom our Lord was
willing to sacrifice. For our God knows us each by name (multiple references, but see, e.g., Ps.
91: 14; Ps. 139: 1 – 24; John 10: 3, 11), and calls us to repentance (see, e.g., Lk. 15: 7; Acts 2:38;
II Peter 3: 9), so that we might join Him in the heavenly kingdom (John 14: 1 – 3).

This year’s celebration begins with an ecumenical Ash Wednesday service held at the
Broad Brook Congregational Church on February 10th beginning at 7: 00 p.m. As we progress
through the Easter season, I would remind everyone that our Palm Sunday communion service
will be held at 8: 00 a.m. March 20th with a breakfast immediately following. Similarly, our
Maundy Thursday service is on March 24th with a 5: 30 p.m. potluck dinner followed by our 7:00
p.m. service. In like manner, Good Friday service will be an ecumenical event held at the Broad
Brook Congregational Church on March 25th beginning at 7: 00 p.m. The Easter season will
culminate with our 6: 30 a.m. Sunrise Service on March 27th followed by our regular service at
10: 00 a.m. In short, there are multiple opportunities to gather and thank God for His
unconditional love, the sacrifice He has made through His Son, and His continued presence in
our lives.
The Resurrection is the cornerstone upon which the Christian faith is built and our hope
in eternal life rests. It is the assurance that this world is not the end, but that we will return to
God from whence we came, to a place where there is no more crying or pain or sorrow, for death
itself has ended (Rev. 21: 4). Jesus promises us, and God’s promises are true (Ps. 145: 13b;
NIV), that by His death and resurrection, there is a place in the heavenly kingdom reserved for
each of us: “Don’t be worried! Have faith in God and have faith in Me. There are many rooms in
My Father’s house. I wouldn’t tell you this unless it was true. I am going there to prepare a place
for each of you. After I have done this, I will come back and take you with Me. Then we will be
together. You know the way to where I am going” (John 14: 1 – 4; CEV). Have a wonderful
Easter season.
God Bless,
Pastor Tom.
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“Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when
you will be scattered, every man to his home, and will leave Me alone; yet I am not alone, for the
Father is with Me. I have said this to you, that in Me you may find peace. In the world you have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” (John 16: 31 – 33; RSV).
As we join Jesus in this section of the Gospel of John, our Lord is on the march toward the
Cross. Just a few verses previous He revealed to the disciples, “I came from the Father into the
world, but I am leaving the world and returning to the Father” (John 16: 28; CEV). Up until this
time Jesus claims of divinity had been veiled and implicit. Now He declares in stark clarity that
He is God’s Son and that the Cross is for Him not a criminal’s death, but the way back to God.
The disciples, who from the beginning really never understood Jesus or what He meant
when He taught using parables, declared as one, “You are speaking clearly to us now and not
using stories that are hard to understand. We can see now that You know all things. You can
answer a person’s question even before it is asked. This makes us believe that You came from
God’ (John 16: 29 – 30; NCV). In short, the disciples’ sudden leap into full belief was the
product of two interrelated things, namely, Jesus knowledge of God and His knowledge of the
human heart.
Still, Jesus is a realist, and being a realist He only too well knows the vicissitudes of the
human heart. I think the Apostle Paul put it most succinctly when he writes in his First Letter to
the Corinthians, “If you think you are standing firm you had better be careful that you do not
fall” (I Cor. 10: 12; GNT). Jesus knows we have the best intentions, but the ways of life are
slippery and our hearts are frail and often undependable.
Think for a moment about the Apostle Peter and how when they were on the Mount of
Olives “Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night; for it is written, ‘I
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But after I am raised up, I
will go before you to Galilee.” Recall Peter’s response: “Peter declared to Him, “Though they all
fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you, this
very night, before the cock crows, you will deny Me three times.” Peter said to Him, “Even if I
must die with You, I will not deny You.” And so said all the disciples” (Mt. 26: 31 – 35; RSV).
Peter’s intention is pure and sincere at the time. But after he saw what was happening to
Jesus, how the Jewish leadership wanted Him dead and how He was spat upon, struck and
slapped (Mt. 26: 66 – 67; RSV), Peter fulfilled Jesus prediction. Yet, remember also on that first
Easter morning when Mary Magdalene, and Mary, the mother of James, and Salome came across
an angel in the empty tomb who relayed a message from Jesus, “But go, tell His disciples and
Peter that He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him, as He told you” (Mk. 16: 7;
RSV). Notice how Peter is singled out, to assure him that he has been forgiven.
In a very real sense, we are all like Peter. At the time we make a particular
pronouncement, we all have the best intentions. We promise ourselves, and we promise God, that
we are going to be the best we can possibly be with the gifts and talents we have. Yet, things
happen; life happens and before you know it that which we well intentioned falls by the wayside.
This is no more evident than in a church and it was no more evident than in our church
during this past year. It has, to say the least, been a very trying year. As I have said so many
times in the past, in places of great good there is a potential for great evil. It is the reason we pray
before a meeting, to ask for God’s presence and to be directed by God’s Spirit, and after a

meeting, to thank God for leading us and guiding us that we have acted purposefully to make His
will be done, and not our own.
Yet, this year was unlike any on record, at least during my tenure. Let it first be said that
in ANY church or in ANY organization from the Lion’s Club to the Rotary Club and anything in
between, there are going to be conflicts. This is not endemic to voluntary organizations, but to
any organization or company of which humans form a part. Often divergent viewpoints are
presented by well-intentioned individuals whose ideas are critiqued and analyzed only later to
find them rejected and vilified. To an extent, especially in a democratic process, which is a
central tenant of Congregationalism, this is normal and to be expected. However, much to our
collective shame, this year was marred by malicious talk, gossip, innuendo, accusation, slander,
half-truths, no truths, and any of a number of incidents that can only be described as sophomoric
behavior more befitting adolescence than mature, adult Christians.
To say the least, it has made ministry most difficult and has prompted me to call three
meetings of the Pastoral Relations Committee, though the third for one reason or another never
took place. As sides and factions coalesced, I was getting calls on a daily basis for over nine
months involving one issue or another or one individual or another which, although in their own
right were important, in the grander scheme of things did nothing more than compromise the
moral integrity of the church and call into question the motives and intentions of all involved. In
point of fact, one of our members who was well aware of the what was going on estimated that I
was spending sixty percent of my time putting out fires by serving as negotiator and mediator
for any of a variety of conflicts. Sadly, I tend to think they were right.
Although the average congregant attending Sunday worship would perhaps have no
inkling of these areas of discontent, it neither dismisses nor condones aberrant behavior in the
House of God; it is all the more distressing and upsetting because this is not who we are as a
church and a church family. What I believe has happened is that there has been a total
breakdown in communication. Somewhere along the line the devil has gained a foothold and
influenced the hearts, minds—and tongues—of church members. Yet, Jesus gives us the answer
on how to communicate and negotiate conflict when He says, “If your brother sins against you,
go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your
brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector” (Mt. 18: 15 – 17; RSV).
As can be evidenced, Jesus offers a four step program. First, go to the person directly and
speak to them face to face. Second, if that doesn’t work, bring two or three witnesses to speak
with them. In our case it would be the Pastoral Relations Committee. Third, if that still doesn’t
work, bring the issue before the body of the church. In the Congregational tradition this would be
to call a church meeting to discuss the issue publically. Fourth, having exercised all possible
avenues, our Lord tells us that for the health of the church, the individual(s) concerned should
leave the church. It is an unfortunate but necessary truth, one put forth in the book of
Deuteronomy in reference to a rebellious son when it is recorded: “so you shall purge the evil
from the midst of you” (Deut. 21: 21b; RSV). When discord, discontent and contentiousness
reach such epoch levels, it is indeed evil and it does need to be expunged to allow the church to
flourish. In point of fact, despite repeated efforts and appeals to those involved no one exercised
any of the above options.

The upshot is not to lament over what has happened, but to ask ourselves what we have
learned from these experiences and move forward. For by September and certainly by October
there seemed to be a change for the positive as we moved toward Reformation/Remembrance
Sunday, Thanksgiving and Christmas. I propose that we continue in this vein remembering the
words recorded in the book of Lamentations: “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3: 22
– 23; RSV). Put another way, God’s love for us offers each day as a new opportunity, a new
experience to grow and flourish. We are not chained to the past unless we allow ourselves to be
chained to the past. As Mother Theresa (Friday, August 26, 1910 – Friday, September 5, 1997)
so aptly put it, “Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow has not yet come. We have only today, Let us
begin.”
This is not to say by any stretch of the imagination that the church remained gridlocked
and unable to function; quite the contrary. Rather, it is a testament to the church and to the
resilience of its members that we were able to rise above the petty bickering and still show a
positive outcome. As I have done in the past, I would like to thank the Trustees, the unsung
heroes, who continue to labor with little money to find ways to care for and maintain the physical
building. Under the watchful eye and reassuring leadership of Kevin Kita this year witnessed the
completion of the window project, so now we have energy efficient windows in the entire
basement area which includes the Sunday School classrooms, the library and the copy room.
Additionally, the painting of the entrance area leading up to and including the hallway to the
sanctuary has been completed as well as the installation of a new rug in the hallway leading to
the sanctuary. My thanks to our painters, Kevin Kita, Dick Larson and Rene Thibodeau, and to
Jeff and Rick Osborn for installing the rug. Moreover, I would like to express my gratitude to
Mike Fortier for his vigilance and dedication to accomplish any chore to which he is assigned; to
Greg Gabelmann who maintains the clock; Cindy Birmingham who sees things with a clear mind
and keeps us all on task; and to Jim Chase who sanded and painted the wrought iron fencing
leading into the church, a task no one relished and one to which he readily volunteered. Thank
you all for another fruitful year of service.
In like manner, I would like to thank our Treasurer, Pat Thibodeau, for the many hours
she unselfishly gives in tracking and recording our profit and loss and to our new Assistant
Treasurer, Donna Gendreau who brings new ideas and insight and has helped Pat shoulder some
of the burden; and to Eileen Venditti for her work in the office, the Parish Press, Missions and
the website. Unfortunately, because of health issues Eileen had to step down approximately half
way through the year. Eileen, I thank you for all that you have so unselfishly done and the
service you have so unselfishly offered and hope that you are doing better. In her stead, Karen
Gaudreau, our Clerk, has stepped forward. So in addition to her role as official statistician, which
encompasses recording of baptisms, weddings, funerals, new members, membership removal and
the issuing of the official Congregational Warnings for meetings as well as serving as secretary
for the Executive Council meetings, Karen has now taken on the office duties, which include the
weekly bulletin, Parish Press, and, now, the Annual Report. Thank you Karen for filling in these
most needed positions. It is much appreciated. Additionally, I would like to offer a debt of
gratitude to Carrie Chabot and for the creative and inspirational ideas she has brought to the
website. I very much appreciate how she has utilized today’s technology to give our church
greater exposure and bring us out of the nineteenth century and into the twenty-first.
Moreover, I would like to thank our Diaconate for their continued support and spiritual
leadership they have offered during this past year. Although all have given of their time and

talents, I would like to single out our Head Deacon, Marie Groves, for special mention. In
addition to her insight, wisdom, humor and support, she is highly organized and in combination
with her duties as a deacon, is a member of the Finance Committee, head of the Food Pantry and
member of the Hunger Action Team, and other things of which I am probably not aware.
Consequently, she is the busiest person I know. Thank you again Marie for another wonderful
year and to the unfaltering support from Theresa Denis, Jim Leighton, Harriet Muska, Michael
Riley and Jim Strempfer. Thank you all especially for the advice you have provided, the
seriousness with which you have taken your tasks, the ways you work together to support and
assist one another, the discussions, and the laughter and camaraderie we experience every time
we are together. You have blessed this church with your presence and have enriched the ministry
of this church, to which I am most appreciative.
Similarly, I would like to acknowledge the members of the Food Pantry for the passion
they show and the dedication they exhibit in bringing food to those in need. Once again a debt of
gratitude needs to be extended to Marie Groves, Coordinator and head of the Pantry, to her
husband Bill, and to volunteer David Hansen, who are often there from early in the morning to
late in the afternoon five to six days a week. While I know it is truly a labor of love, their work
ethic and concern for others is nothing short of inspirational. You are true servants of Christ and
I know I speak for all those you serve and the lives you have touched as I offer you a heartfelt
thanks.
Lastly, I would like to once again express my gratitude to our Moderator, Steve
Schortman, who showed remarkable poise in the midst of some very strained circumstances, to
our Vice-Moderator, Rene Thibodeau, who sought to quell the seas of conflict and restore peace,
and to the many anonymous servants of Christ which include: the Sunday School teachers;
coffee hour volunteers; those who contributed to the Twelve Sundays of Winter to help offset the
cost of hearing the sanctuary; those who contributed Gifts of Love; as well as those who have
contributed in ways of which I am unaware. Please accept my profound thanks for all that you
have done and continue to do in ways both great and small that make this hospital for sinners a
reflection of our faith and our love of God who has sacrificed Himself that we might be granted
eternal life.
As in year’s past, this year provided ample opportunity for the study of Scripture. This is
most clearly witnessed in our Bible Study, in which we ran Evening and Morning sessions.
Our Evening Bible Study resumed in January. Meeting dates included: January 14, 21,
28 (cancelled due to icy conditions); February 4, 11 (cancelled as I was attending a talk by Rabbi
Stephen Fuchs at Hartford Seminary), 18 (No Bible Study because it was Ash Wednesday), 25;
March 4, 11, 18, 25; April 1, 8, 15, 22 (cancelled as I was preparing for the funeral of Chan
Stoughton), 29; May 6, 13, 20 (cancelled as I was preparing for the funeral of Helen Elizabeth
Mangiagli), 27; June 3, 10 (Spring Break, last Bible Study until September 16.); September 16,
23, 30; October 7, 14, 21 (No Bible Study as I was on my yearly trip to Green Bay, Wisconsin),
28; November 4, 11, 18, 25 (No Bible Study as it was the day before Thanksgiving); December
2, 9, 16 (Winter Break, last Bible Study until January 20).
Our Morning Bible Study began in November. Its dates included: November 4, 11, 18,
25 (No Bible Study as it was the day before Thanksgiving); December 2, 9, 16 (Winter Break,
last Bible Study until January 20).
In addition to my duties at the church I did participate in several ecumenical functions.
They included: Ash Wednesday service at Wesley Methodist Church in Warehouse Point on
February 18 in the morning and at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Warehouse Point in the

evening; hosted the Good Friday service at our church on April 3; and the Easter Sunrise Service
held on the triangle in front of our church on April 5.
As a member of the Clergy Association of East Windsor, I attended meetings on
January 14; February 11; March 11, 18, 26; April 8; May 13; June 10; July 15; (No meetings in
August); September 8 (cancelled due to scheduling conflicts among the members); October 14;
November 11; December 9. As part of the Clergy Associations involvement in the community I
also led worship and administered communion at Fresh River (the former Kettle Brook) and
Touchpoints on February 10; April 14; June 9 (Touchpoints meeting was cancelled by the staff
due to an outbreak of the flu); November 10 (provided coverage for Rev. John Hooker who was
attending to a personal matter). Additionally, I provided pastoral coverage for the Rev. Carol
Lewis from September 1to September 15.
Private meetings with members of the United Church of Christ included: Joe Adams on
January 16; the Rev. Ted Mosebach on March 17; the Rev. Pam Vollinger on June 2; the Rev.
Art Dunham on June 30; the Rev. Mike Ader on July 16; the Rev. Ted Mosebach on July 28 and
again on September 25; and Joe Adams on October 9.
Meetings related to the proper functioning of the church included:
Deacons: January 13; February 16; March 9; April 13, 18 (Deacon’s retreat); May 19;
June 9; July 14; No meeting in August; September 8; October 8 (Deacon’s retreat scheduled for
this date was cancelled because of conflicting schedules among the participants); 13; November
10 (Left early so as to allow the deacons to discuss my raise in private); December 8.
Trustees: June 22. Because the new meeting time at 8: 30 a.m. on Sunday morning
placed an additional demand on my Sunday schedule, I did not attend any further meetings but
received updates as to what had transpired from Kevin Kita or from the minutes of the meeting.
Finance: February 17; March 3 (cancelled), 10; April 7; May 26; June 1 (Special
Meeting); 23; September 14; October 6; November 3; December 1.
Executive Council: February 17; March 3 (cancelled), 10; April 7; May 5; June 2; No
meetings in July or August; September 14; October 12; November 9; December 14.
Pastoral Relations: June 8; September 24; meeting was also called by myself for a time
to be determined in October but never came to fruition.
Special Services related to our church included: Scout Sunday on February 8; the
annual Blue and Gold Dinner and Awards Ceremony for Boy Scout Troop 89 on March 22; Palm
Sunday Communion Breakfast on March 29; Maundy Thursday on April 2; Sunrise Service on
April 5; Remembrance Sunday on October 25; and Christmas Eve Service.
Special Meetings and/or Events outside the purview of the church included: meeting
with the Rev. Dick Pagano on January 13, 20, 27; February 12, 24; March 27; April 21
(cancelled as I was preparing for the funeral of Chan Stoughton); May 19, 26; June 3; September
15; October 27; No meetings in November or December; attended Hunger Action Team
meetings on January 7; February 4; March 4; meeting with the Rev. Sandra Cosman on July 10.
Special Meetings and/or Events which directly involved the church included:
meeting concerning the budget on April 19; meeting on “Growing the Church” on September 27;
attending the Veterans Luncheon on May 30; June 27; and September 26; hosted a talk on
September 20 given by former congressman Bob Steele on the dangers of casino gambling. After
an excellent presentation there was a time of question and answer followed by an opportunity to
purchase an autographed copy of his book entitled, “The Curse: Big-Time Gambling’s Seduction
of a Small New England Town.”

Professionally, I attended a talk given by Rabbi Stephen Lewis Fuchs at Hartford
Seminary on February 11 based on his book entitled, “What’s in it for Me? Finding Ourselves in
Biblical Narratives”; attended the 71st Annual Clergy Institute at Congregation Beth Israel in
West Hartford on May 4 where Rabbi Fuchs again discussed his book; attended a talk given by
Dr. Bernd Wollschlager on May 14 at the Emanuel Synagogue in West Hartford. Sponsored by
the Voices of Hope Dr. Wollschlager’s presentation traced his spiritual journey and the effect his
father, a tank commander in Colonel General Heinz Guderian’s elite panzer corps, had upon his
conversion from Christianity to Judaism.
This year also witnessed the continuation of our Confirmation Class with students
Rachel Gendreau, Elizabeth Kita, Juan O’Brien, Logan Muska and Rebecca Venditti, along with
mentors and guests Donna Gendreau, Dianna Riley and Michael Riley. Meetings were held on:
January 11, 18, 25; February 1, 8, 15 (No class as church was cancelled due to bad weather), 22
(Class was cancelled because we didn’t have enough students; there were only twenty-seven
people in church); 28 (meeting held at Anne Stucklen’s house); March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; April 5
(No class as it was Easter Sunday), 12, 19, 26 (No class as we were preparing for Chan
Stoughton’s funeral at 2; 00 p.m.); May 3, 10, 17, 31; June 7 (Last class until September 20);
September 20 (Class cancelled due to talk given by former congressman Bob Steele), 27;
October 4, 11, 18 (Anne Stucklen led Confirmation Class while I was on my annual trip to Green
Bay, Wisconsin), 25; November 1, 8, 15, 22 (No Confirmation Class as the church was
preparing to celebrate Thanksgiving dinner followed by a talk entitled “My Story” by Jim
Strempfer), 29; December 6, 13, 20 (Winter Break, last class until January 17, 2016).
I must say that I have been blessed once again with a truly extraordinary group of
students. They have proven themselves to be attentive, mature, respectful and eager to learn
about our faith and our Congregational heritage. In addition to assignments in our workbook
entitled, “Discovering, Choosing, Following Jesus Christ,” we have reviewed the Old Testament
books of Genesis and Exodus and the New Testament gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke. On
April 11 we took a field trip to Panteleimon’s Russian Orthodox Church in Hartford as an
example of Eastern Christianity and on May 5 we went to St. Philips Roman Catholic Church on
Route 5. Trips for this, their last semester, include the Satyanarayana Hindu Temple in
Middletown, Connecticut; the Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford; the Buddhist Pagoda
in New Britain; and if time and scheduling permits, a mosque, as yet to be determined.
Additionally, as well as our discussions on the Christian faith, on May 31 the class ascended to
the bell tower, an initiation rite of each class.
In the upcoming semester we will be deliberating questions on death and dying, sin, evil,
the Reformation, Congregationalism and any other avenues the class would like to explore.
Moreover, they will be writing their faith papers and taking their oral exam in front of the
congregation at a date still to be determined. It promises to be a demanding and I hope rewarding
experience. You are a wonderful class and I know you are up to the challenge as you have been
in the past. I would also like to thank my co-instructor Anne Stucklen for the many gifts she
shares, her caring, concern, intelligence, humor and understanding among the more notable. In
this time together, may the glory of God be made more fully manifest to each of you through our
study and reflection.
The book of Ecclesiastes records that “for everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven” (Ec. 3: 1; RSV). The times of our lives are dictated by an endless
cycle of birth, maturity, and death. During this past year it has been my distinct honor and
privilege to accept into the faith and family of Jesus Christ through the sacrament of baptism:

Logan David Misani on February 8; Jacob Conrad Traber on July 12; Jackson David Schroder on
July 19; and Fisher John Daigneau on November 8.
In like manner, it has been my pleasure to preside over the Order for Renewal of the
Marriage Covenant for: Karen and Richard Zitka celebrating fifty years together on January 17;
and Donna and Roy Gendreau on June 13 celebrating twenty-five years together.
Additionally, I have performed funeral or memorial services for those who have
returned to the loving embrace of God. They include: Emil Alexander “Tex” Mulnite on
February 7; John Francis Daley, Jr. on March 25 (Service conducted at Erickson-Hansen Funeral
Home in New Britain, CT.); David Irvin Schanck on April 1; Chauncey Ellsworth “Chan”
Stoughton on April 26; Harolvene Esberg Spencer on May 1 (Service conducted at Biega
Funeral Home in Middletown, CT.); Helen Elizabeth Mangiagli on May 21; Mark Newell
Bassford on July 18; Walter Edward Colton on July 24; Marie Madeline Solange (Lemieux) Fish
on September 5 (Service conducted at Erickson-Hansen Funeral Home in New Britain, CT.);
Lawrence Houston Hayes (Service conducted at Wesley Methodist Church in Warehouse Point);
Constance “Connie” Lucinda Schultz on December 4); and Jane Godard Hart Ellsworth on
December 19.
Unfortunately, this year witnessed no new members joining out church and publically
confessing Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior.
The year past has been one of trial and tribulation to be sure. Yet, we need remember, we
have the choice, it is up to us as to whether or not such happenings overwhelm us or we use them
as a teaching tool, a very visible, tangible, tactile example of what happens when the forces of
evil seep through the walls of the church and into the hearts and minds of God’s faithful. Let the
past year strengthen our resolve, not break our wills; let it nourish our faith and not drive us to
despair.
Through it all we need remember one critically important point, namely, God remains
faithful through all the inexcusable failures and behaviors which haunt and dishearten us. Such a
sentiment is expressed most clearly in one of my favorite biblical passages when the Apostle
Paul writes in the book of Romans, “Let God be true though every man be false” (Rom. 3: 4b;
RSV). In but one sentence Paul has captured the essence of God’s love and of our continued
rebellion. For no matter how hard we try, our sin is in constant free fall. As John Calvin (July 10,
1509 – May 27, 1564), the great reformer in our own tradition, once remarked, “We cannot not
sin.” This proclivity to sin is something of which God is well aware. Consequently, as the
psalmist declares, “For He knows the secrets of the heart” (Ps. 44: 21b; RSV) - and knowing the
secrets of our hearts, God knows us at our weakest and our blackest; He knows even before we
act when our motives are not pure, when our tongues will lie, when we act out of petty jealousy,
and when we seek to hurt and not heal.
Still, the Good News is that out of love God accepts us for who we are with all our
imperfections and eccentricities, our foibles and our shortcomings, both as individuals and as a
church. Recall again how Jesus remained loyal to those who were disloyal to Him; how He
prayed for Peter, knowing Peter would deny Him; and how after He was resurrected, He
returned to the upper room to comfort the very disciples that had deserted Him. “Let God be true
though every man be false” (Rom. 3: 4b; RSV). In the last analysis we need recall that our souls
find rest, not in our love of Jesus, which flows and ebbs, but on Jesus’ love for us, which is from
everlasting to everlasting.

Knowing there is nothing we have done that cannot be undone and no action taken or
word uttered that cannot be forgiven, we can move forward in this New Year with confidence
that the God of heaven and earth walks with us. We simply have to be more attentive to His
presence; as I’ve said so many times before, “The Holy Spirit talks, but we’ve got to listen.”
Listen we must, for this year will present its own set of challenges and demands. The first
area of concern will be our budget. Despite Jonathan and I not receiving raises and no committee
being given any funds, which effectively creates another “Pay As You Go Budget,” as of this
writing we are $16, 173.00 short for the upcoming year. We have been here before, it is bad
news, but not catastrophic. To state the obvious, we need to find ways to foster income, such as
innovative fund raisers and Donations of Love, etc., to raise funds and offset this deficit.
Still, I offer one very important caveat, a reminder if you will: GOD MUST BE
PLACED FIRST! We need recall that although the church has a business component, it is most
assuredly NOT A BUSINESS! I believe this simple, yet complex truth is one of the reasons for
all of the dissension that occurred last year. Let me declare it in the starkest and most glaring
terms: THE CHURCH CANNOT BE RUN ALONG THE LINES OF A BUSINESS MODEL.
TO DO SO IS TO INVITE DISASTER—AS WE HAVE SEEN AND EXPERIENCED! If, for
example, the motivation to get new members is simply to offset the bills, then the project is
doomed to failure before it has even begun. Rather, to insure success, our primary purpose and
motivation should always and forever be to proclaim God’s love for His creation witnessed
through the life, death, and resurrection of His Son, Jesus.
In this next year, let the words of Christ guide and protect us as when He said: “Peace I
leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14: 27; RSV).
These are truthful recollections of the past year. Additionally, it should be remembered
that much of ministry takes place in unofficial, unorthodox, and at times, unexpected settings.

Submitted in the Name and Service of Jesus the Christ,
The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone

News from the Diaconate

We were well into the winter season before we could really feel the chill in the
air. Now winter can now be seen in the five inches of the light, fluffy, white snow
that blew into our sight on Saturday. The changes of the seasons vary from year to
year; but they always arrive in God’s time and in the way He chooses. If we can
accept those changes, whatever they may be, and see the joy in them, we will be
content what God gives us through nature. My little ones certainly understand the
gift of snow
Another Annual meeting has brought changes in the members of our church
committees, as well. We would be wise to accept those changes with joy too. The
Diaconate said good-bye to two of its’ members, Marie Groves and Michael Riley;
both brought a lot to the committee and they will be missed. Thank you for all your
hard work. Karen Gaudreau & I are coming on the Diaconate. It is Karen’s first
time as a Deacon; and I am glad to be back. The four Deacons continuing from
last year are: Jim Leighton, Jim Strempfer, and Theresa Denis, and Harriet Muska.
I have a request for two volunteers to become Prayer Chain captains. It really
doesn’t involve much time; except when I have to call eight captains, plus the lists
for the two captains needed. It is an important part of our church community to
administer to each other through prayer at the time it is needed.
The Lenten Season will soon be here; and I have some important dates for you
to remember. Please try to come. The dates & times of services are listed below:
Ash Wednesday is February 10th. An Ecumenical Service will be at the Broad
Brook Congregational Church, on Main Street, at 7pm.
Palm Sunday is March 20th. There will be a “Blessing of the Palms” Service at
8am. Following the service, breakfast will be hosted by Michael & Dianna Riley.
There will be a service at 10am, as usual.
Maundy Thursday is March 24th. An Ecumenical Service will be held, at our
church, at 7pm. A Potluck Dinner will precede the Service at 5:30pm.
Good Friday is March 25th. An Ecumenical Service will be held at the Broad
Brook Congregational Church, on Main Street, at 7pm.
Easter is March 27th. A short & inspiring Ecumenical Sunrise Service will be
held outside, at our church, at 6:30am. Breakfast will be served following the
service, hosted by Michael and Dianna Riley. There will be a Service at 10am too.
God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen
Chair of the Diaconate

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS

The Scout food drive donations are dwindling fast! Every quarter it seems we help out about 10
new families. This has been typical since I've kept close watch on it beginning the third quarter
of 2014.
Last year we helped, on average, 125 families each month, but overall we help about 270
families (600 individuals) per year. We distributed 137, 379 lbs (69 TONS!) of groceries--that
equals 114,482 meals!
Current pantry needs:
Food:
1-2 lb sugar
Sugar Substitutes
Pancake syrup
Jams/Jelly/Preserves
Canned pineapple
Canned meats
Salad dressing
Oil/Vinegar
Ketchup

Personal Care:
Deodorant
Toothpaste
Toothbrushes
Denture cleaner
Denture grip
Bar soap
Hair conditioner
Razors/Shaving cream

Other:
Dish detergent
Cleaners (Lysol, bleach,
floor cleaner, etc.)
Paper towels
Kleenex
Pet food (especially for
cats
Cat litter

And of course monetary donations are always accepted and acknowledged.
124 Scantic Rd, East Windsor CT 06088
Thank you all for your most generous support of the Five Corner Cupboard
Marie

FINANCE COMMITTEE

DOING THE MOST GOOD
Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all the times you can,
To all the people you can,
As long as you ever can
- John Wesley

WAYS AND MEANS

The Twelve Sundays of Winter
We are looking for a few good families to sponsor heating
the building for the next twelve Sundays.
It takes approximately $100.00 to heat the Sanctuary
and Great Hall each Sunday. A donation in any amount
will help defray this cost. We are hoping to have
sponsors each week to meet our goal for the next 12
weeks. Each week a family or several families’ names will
be posted in the Great Hall.
Please consider your donation in any amount.
Send to: Ways and Means Committee, Attn: Janet
Greer, First Congregational Church, East Windsor, CT
06088.
EVENTS FOR 2016
MARCH--SPAGHETTI TAKE OUT
MAY-VENDOR FAIR MAY 7TH
JUNE-TAG SALE-JUNE 4TH
JUNE- STRAWBERRY SUPPER JUNE-18TH
AUGUST- NO WORK SUMMER PARTY
SEPTEMBER-NOV. RAFFLE SALES
NOVEMBER-VENDOR FAIR.NOV.12TH
JAN-DEC- WINTER HEAT

Donations with Love:
Making a donation is a thoughtful way to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or remember a special loved one or friend who
has passed away. Birthday/Anniversary challenge: Donate the amount of your current age or number of years
married:
(Age 101=$101.00 donation). Your generous gift can be earmarked for any one of our church departments. Please fill in
the form below and tell us where you would like your donation to go.
Building Maintenance

$_____________________________

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

$_____________________________

Music Committee

$_____________________________

Christian Education

$_____________________________

Missions

$_____________________________

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

$_____________________________

Coffee Hour Supplies

$_____________________________

Office Supplies

$_____________________________

Deaconate Supplies

$_____________________________

Other________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Donation In Memory of: ______________________________________________________________________
Donation in Celebration of: __________________________________________________________________
Total Amount of Donation: $_________________________________________

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________________

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer

First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088

Lilies
Please help us decorate the sanctuary with Lilies for Easter. We can hardly believe how fast Easter is
approaching! For a donation of $10.00 we will place a beautiful Lily in the sanctuary. Please make checks
payable to First Congregational Church and give to Linda Sinsigallo, Susan Meers or Megan Ellsworth. Orders
may also be mailed to the church, Attn: Flower Committee, 124 Scantic Road, East Windsor, CT 06088. Please
DO NOT place order in the offering plate. Remember, this is a fund raiser for the church as well as a way to
beautify the church for Easter.

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING EASTER PLANTS IS MARCH 20, 2016!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Number of Plants: Lily at $10.00 _____________________________
Total Due: _________
In Honor: _______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
In Memory: ______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
Please check the applicable box:
I will be picking up my flower(s) after Easter Service.
I will leave my flower(s). Flowers will be planted outside the church.
I would like my flower(s) to go to a shut-in.

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING EASTER PLANTS IS MARCH 20, 2016!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
There is a sign up chart for Sunday Flowers on the hallway bulletin board. The Flower committee does not work
with a budget so we appreciate any donations of flowers from roses to wildflowers! Please take a moment and
sign up to help.



February
2/6 Jim Leighton
2/6 Bruce Lincoln
2/7 Imogene Ellsworth
2/7 Michael Greer
2/11 Karen Brett
2/13 Alyssa Lincoln
2/13 Andrew Smith Jr
2/22 Dee Stathers
2/24 Shirley Machesney
2/27 Cheryl Muska

February
2/23 Dee & Dick Stathers

March
3/17 Janet & Michael Greer

March
3/1 Corinne Burnham
3/4 Marci Stiles
3/6 Patricia Beals
3/6 Rebecca Venditti
3/14 Brendan Gondarowski
3/14 Autumn Venditti
3/15 Jan Jamieson
3/16 Muriel Welles
3/17 Eileen Venditti
3/18 Mark Venditti
3/24 Ryan Lincoln
3/26 Will Lincoln
3/26 Karen Gaudreau
It’s simple… Just
call or email the
church with all
the info to be
added to the
database!!

Hey… where’s
MY Birthday?

Hmmm… I don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,
dear.

2016 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS
February – Christian Education
March – Trustees
April – Missions
May – Deacons
June – Ways and Means
July – Music and Pastoral Relations
August – Memorial and Finance
September – Generosity
October – Nominating
November – Flower and Conference Delegates
December – Public Relations
January 2017 – Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)

INCLEMENT WEATHER

For church cancellations
Tune into WFSB & WFSB-3 Fairfield
Between 6:00 AM and 8:00 AM

The First Congregational Church of East Windsor
Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone
Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)

Every Sunday: Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship

3rd Monday of Month

6:00 pm

Finance Committee

1st Tuesday of Month

7:00 pm

Deacons

2nd Tuesday of Month

7:00pm

Executive Committee

2nd Monday of the Month

7:00 pm

Trustees

3rd Sunday of the Month

8:30am

Food Pantry Open

Tuesday & Thursday mornings
and 3rd Tuesday of each Month

9:00am to 11:00am
6:00pm to 7:00pm

Bible Study

Wednesdays

10:30 am & 7:00 pm

Choir

Thursdays

7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Christian Education
Missions

3rd Sunday of the Month
4th Sunday of the Month

11:30
11:30

The "Parish Press" is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or by
placing the item in the Public Relations mail box.
If you would like an article included in the April/May 2016 issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by March 25th, 2016.
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

February/March
February 2nd Finance 7:00 pm
February 8th Executive 7:00 pm
February 9th Deacons 7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday Service 7:00 pm (Ecumenical at Broad Brook Congregational Church)
February 3rd, 17th, 24th Bible Study 10:30 am & 7:00 pm
February 15th Women’s Fellowship 6:00 pm
February 21st Trustees 8:30 am
February 21st Christian Ed 11:30 am
February 28th Missions 11:30 am

March 1st Finance 7:00 pm
March 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23, 30th Bible Study 10:30 am & 7:00 pm
March 8th Deacons 7:00 pm
March 14th Executive 7:00 pm
March 20th Blessing of the Palms 8:00 am followed by breakfast
March 20th Palm Sunday Service 10:00 am
March 20th Trustees 8:30 am
March 20th Christian Ed 11:30 am
March 21st Women’s Fellowship 6:00 pm
March 24th Maundy Thursday Pot Luck Dinner 5:30 pm followed by Service at 7:00 pm
Good Friday Service 7:00 pm (Ecumenical at Broad Brook Congregational Church)
March 27th Easter Sunrise Service 6:30 am
Followed by breakfast
March 27th Easter Service 10:00 am
March 27th Missions 11:30 am

