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“For to you is born this day in the city of

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

And this will be a sign for you: you will

find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger.”

Luke 2: 11-12
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“And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will
come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this
will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased!” (Lk. 2: 10 — 14; RSV).

The angel is speaking to “shepherds out in the field” (Lk. 2: 8; RSV), which in many ways is a precursor
of things to come. For contrary to the more idyllic image we often associate with them shepherds in the first
century were viewed as shiftless and unsavory, who, with little or no forethought would graze their flocks on
the lands of others. Consequently, it is no mistake that God’s message of salvation is first revealed to the lowly
and the dispossessed, the very ones for whom Jesus is sent (cf. Lk. 5: 29 — 32; RSV).

Still, there are some scholars who contend that these were no ordinary shepherds, but ones who tended
the flocks pastured near Bethlehem which was used in the Temple offerings. If you recall every day, morning
and evening, an unblemished lamb was offered to God as a sacrifice. To insure that there was an abundant
supply of perfect offerings the religious authorities had their own private flocks. It is thought that these
shepherds, who were the very ones who looked after the Temple lambs, were also the first to see “the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1: 29; RSV).

Moreover, the angel’s announcement is offered “to all the people” (Lk. 2: 10b; RSV), a reference to the
Gospel’s universal message of salvation. The darkness of the night in which Jesus is born and that had
previously characterized humanity’s condition is broken by the brilliance of the heavenly presence; the people
who had formally walked in darkness have seen a great light (Is. 9: 2; RSV). The birth of Jesus is a sign of
God’s abundant grace, a sign not only to Israel, but to all of God’s people.

“Born this day in the city of David” (Lk. 2: 11; RSV) is the child so foretold in Isaiah 9: 6, the long-
awaited fulfillment of Israel’s messianic expectations. He is “Christ the Lord” (Lk. 2: 11: RSV), the only time

this title occurs in the entire New Testament. The angel’s words are authenticated by a sign, which is a baby

wrapped in swaddling clothes lying in a manger (Lk. 2: 12b; RSV). Before the shepherds can respond to the



angel’s announcement, an army of angels descended from heaven to join the first angel singing praises to God
(cf. Rev. 5: 9-10; 12: 10 — 12).

This song of praise is reminiscent of the celebration which accompanied the birth of a male child. When
a boy was born local musicians would gather at the home to greet him with music. Since Jesus is born in a
stable in Bethlehem there were no such singers. As a result, the heavenly host took the place of earthly minstrels
with the angels singing Jesus songs that the earthly singers could not.

Christmas is a time when the light of God’s love breaks into our world of darkness and despair. It is a
time of hope, when the Almighty descends from the highest heaven confirming that there is a world beyond this
world, a world from which He has come and to which He desires we return. A time when Christ brings peace
and goodwill toward all humanity and a time joy, as we take comfort in the salvation Christ’s redemptive work
will achieve for us.

We honor our God in this season and all that He has given us in any of a variety of ways. Our church
family begins its celebration on Saturday, December 10" with our Holiday Dinner and Silent Auction beginning
at 5: 00 p.m. We continue with our Christmas Eve service at 6: 00 p.m. and, since Christmas falls on Sunday
this year, we gather again at 10: 00 a.m. the very next day.

As January rolls around we begin again the planning for next year by filling committee positions, setting
the budget and outlining activities among a host of other things. The Annual Meeting will take place on January
17, 2017 with a 6: 30 p.m. dessert and 7: 00 p.m. meeting; snow date will be one week later, on January 24",
My hope is that as many as possible will attend.

As | have done for the past several years | have decided to go green in sending forth my Christmas
wishes.

| pray again this year that you may more fully walk with God during Christmas season and throughout
the New Year. Also, that you enjoy good heath, the love of family, the gift of faith and the strength to overcome
every difficulty through Christ who makes us one. For it is in His Name that | pray.

Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas,

Pastor Tom and Jonathan.



NEWS FROM THE DIACONATE

Winter is just around the corner; and soon the ground will be covered with a blanket of pure white. Yes, |
know it won't stay pure white; as things in this world simply can't. The snow will be trampled; as the children
find joy in playing in it. The snow by the roads will be soiled with dirt; yet, we will find safety in it.

People can be compared with the fresh fallen pure white snow. Our souls fall from heaven full of
innocence. As we grow up in this world; and we face the temptations and struggles of our lives, we all become
sinners; but there is still good in us. All of us, with only one exception, give in to sin. Christ was born pure; he
remained pure all of his life, and he will continue unto eternity.

Advent is upon us now; and it is a time of hope, peace, joy, and love. This is when we celebrate the birth of
Jesus; this holy birth that happened so long ago. Advent is a time to renew our faith; or to search deep in our
souls to find it, if it is lost. The Holy Spirit is knocking...answer.

The Deacons have been busy preparing for the Christmas Season. We have prepared the Sanctuary for
Christmas. The Nativity Scene is set up to remind us of the holy birth. The Advent wreath is set up to remind
us of what the birth of Jesus brought to us. We also have beautiful Advent Banners, with matching bulletins, to
inspire us all. Truthfully, we know that only the Holy Spirit is needed to inspire us all.

The Christmas tree will be used as a giving tree again this year. The Deacons will be collecting winter hats,
gloves, mittens, scarves, and boots in a box. We will have a small ceremony before Christmas, to place them
under the tree. Please ask a Deacon for details.

The usual Christmas cards will be secretly available in the Parish Hall again this year. If you wish to sign the
cards &/or donate, please see me. Shhhhh, it's a secret; they'll never suspect anything. | understand that they
have been very good this year.

The Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 6:00pm again this year. | believe that there will be
refreshments after; this will be confirmed before Christmas. Please join us if you are able; and bring a
friend. There will be a service on Christmas Day this year; as it falls on a Sunday.

God Bless Us All,
Anne Stucklen
Senior Deacon



GENEROSITY

The Generosity Campaign is winding down, as of 11/29/16 we have collected 48 pledges for a total of $65,916
we need all of your pledges to meet our 2017 projected operating expenses.

If you misplaced your pledge card you can grab one from the bulletin board on the way up to the sanctuary or
just ask one of the Generosity Committee Members.

Gratitude and Generosity is like a muscle — the more you use it the stronger it grows, to be grateful is to find
blessings in everything.

Faithfully, your generosity committee
Janet Greer

Dianna Riley
Linda Sinsigallo

NOMINATING

Nominations for 2017 Committees and Officers are needed. The Nominating Committee has provided a sign up
board, located on the stage in the Parish Hall.



CLERK

I would like to update the current membership/friend/birthday/anniversary list prior to the Annual Meeting in
January. There is a notice in the Parish Hall or please send your information (Name, Address, Phone, email,
Birthdate-month and day-and Anniversary) to the church email scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com or leave a
message on the office phone 860-654-0590.

Thank you,
Karen Gaudreau

WARNING

The members of the FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF EAST WINDSOR are hereby warned to
meet in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 for the Annual Meeting at 7:00 P.M. (storm date,
Tuesday January 24, 2017). A potluck dessert will be held at 6:30 P.M. and 2016 Annual Reports will be
available for review at this time.

The purpose of the meeting is to act on the following agenda.

To accept the minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting.

To accept reports submitted by committees, boards and officers.

To establish the budget for 2017.

To elect officers and committee members for 2017.

To act upon any other business to properly come before the congregation at this time.

agrwdE

Karen W. Gaudreau, Clerk
AGENDA:

Call to Order

Opening Prayer

Moderator’s Remarks

Minutes of 2016 Annual Meeting
Treasurer’s Report

Presentation of and action on 2017 Budget
Action on Remaining Reports

Old Business

Nominating Committee Report and Election of New Officers
Seating of New Moderator

New Business

Closing Prayer

Motion to Adjourn

Warned: January 8, 2017
January 15, 2017
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MISSIONS — FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS:

Please save all the “FREEBIES” that you get from non-profit organizations for a special mission’s project.

Pocket diaries
Calendars

Pens, pencils
Wrapping paper
Greeting cards
Christmas cards
Stickers

Key chains
Misc.

Please bring to church and give to Cindy Birmingham
Thank you,
The Missions Committee



FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS

FIVE CORNER CUPBOARD NEWS

The late fall-early winter season is always busy for the pantry. We consistently see 10-12 new families each month. Our
new hours (Monday8:30-noon to accept donations/stock shelves and Tuesdays 8:30 am to 7pm [12-1closed for lunch] for
distribution and donations) are working out OK. Many folks still like to do their shopping in the morning, with 4-8
families each in afternoon and evening. We will continue this schedule for another few months, then re-evaluate.

Scouting for Food was very successful--I think more so this year than in the last few years. We had extra bins and still
ran out of them. The sorting and storing of the food continues. My thanks to all who helped/are helping with the sorting
and to those who donated items and/or sent checks.

The pantry distributed 110 Thanksgiving baskets this year. We probably will distribute about 100 for Christmas on
December 21st.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: We are always looking for mature, responsible, committed people who want to be
a soldier in the fight against the beast named HUNGER.

e Tuesdays: Available shifts are 1pm-4pm and 4p -7pm. Primary duties will include assisting clients and stocking
shelves. So far it's been fairly quiet during these two shifts, so we're ok....for now. Please come over for a tour
tho!

e  Christmas basket time to set up and breakdown as well as assist clients.

Please contact me if you are able to help.

Let's fight the beast called HUNGER together!

"...for I was hungry and you gave me food..." Matthew 25:35

Current pantry needs---
Especially right now looking for fixin's for approximately 100 Christmas baskets:

Cake Mix/Frostings & Dessert Mixes

Roasting Chickens/Turkeys/Hams

Stuffing

Fresh Potatoes

Fresh Vegetables (bring short-lived veggies on the 20th or 21st)
Canned or fresh fruits

And of course monetary donations are always welcome

Thani( you all for 3ourgenerosit3 toward [Tive Comer Cupboarcl-
Mag you all have a Blcsscd Christmas and Hea]t}vy, Frosperous and Blessed Ncw Year

Marie



Donations with Love:

Making a donation is a thoughtful way to celebrate your birthday, anniversary, or remember a special loved one or friend who
has passed away. Birthday/Anniversary challenge: Donate the amount of your current age or number of years
married:

(Age 101=$101.00 donation). Your generous gift can be earmarked for any one of our church departments. Please fill in
the form below and tell us where you would like your donation to go.

Building Maintenance

Kitchen & Cleaning supplies

Music Committee

Christian Education

Missions

Heat/Electricity/Utilities

Coffee Hour Supplies

Office Supplies

@ B B B B ep e B

Deaconate Supplies

Other

Donation In Memory of:

Donation in Celebration of:

Total Amount of Donation: $

(Please make check payable to: First Congregational Church of East Windsor)

Name:

Phone Number:

Send your request to: Assistant Treasurer
First Congregational Church East Windsor
124 Scantic Road
East Windsor, CT 06088




The Twelve Sundays of Winter

We are looking for a few good families to sponsor heating

the building for the next Twelve Sundays.

It takes approximately $100.00 to heat the Sanctuary and

Parish Hall each Sunday. A donation in any amount  will
help defray this cost. We are hoping to have sponsors each
week to meet our goal for the next 12 weeks. Each week a
family or several famil t p~Oey |l xp~e ¢t wweanphe { z
Hall.

Please consider your donation in any amount.

Send to: Ways and Means Committee, Attn: Janet Greer,
First Congregational Church, East Windsor, CT 06088.
** Indicate on your note if you want to honor a loved one with your donation.

5 0% o &5 & 5 &5 &5 b
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December

12/1 Dick Birmingham
12/12 Jonathan Calderone
12/13 Dianna Riley
12/13 Jonathan O’Brien
12/13 Caleb Anderson
12/19 Marcia Ojantakanen
12/21 Megan Ellsworth
12/30 Amy Destro

January

1/1 Marie Groves
1/5 Carol Bushey
1/6 Dick Larson
1/7 Gerry Godin
1/9 Janet Greer
1/10 Carolyn Osborn
1/14 Mike Fortier
1/23 Marilyn Butenkoff

Hey... where’s
MY Birthday?

December
Paul & Eileen Mattera
12/16 Kevin & Karen Brett
12/16 Ziggy & Marion Rolocut
12/16 Andrew & Jan Smith
12/27 Steve & Lydia Schortman

January

None to report

the info to be
added to the
database!!

It’s simple... Just
call or email the
church with all

Hmmm... | don’t
see our
Anniversary, either,




2016 COFFEE HOUR ASSIGNMENTS

February - Christian Education

March - Trustees

April - Missions

May - Deacons

June - Ways and Means

July - Music and Pastoral Relations

August - Memorial and Finance

September - Generosity

October - Nominating

November - Flower and Conference Delegates

December - Public Relations

January 2017 - Officers (Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Clerk,
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant
Treasurer)



The First Congregational Church of East Windsor

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Thomas V. Calderone

Church Office: - 654-0590
Pastor's Office: - 627-5943
Email Address: scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmail.com
Web Site: fcceastwindsor.com
Facebook: First Congregational Church East Windsor.
(Managed by church members, this is the only endorsed Facebook page)
Every Sunday: Worship 10:00am
Sunday School 10:00 am

MONTHLY
Women's Fellowship 3rd Monday of Month 6:30 pm
Finance Committee 15t Tuesday of Month 7:00 pm
Deacons 2nd Tyesday of Month 7:00pm
Executive Committee 2rd Monday of the Month 7:00 pm
Trustees 3rd Sunday of the Month 8:30 am

8:30 am to Noon
8:30-noon & 1 pm-7 pm

Food Pantry Open Mondays (Donations only)

Tuesdays Distribution

Bible Study Wednesdays 10:00 am & 7:00 pm
Choir Thursdays 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Christian Educat ion 3rd Sunday of the Month 11:30
Missions 4th Sunday of the Month 11:30
Book Study Sundays 11:30

The "Parish Press' is published by the First Congregational Church of East Windsor. Articles and
items of interest should be sent to the church via e-mail to scanticsecy@fccew.necoxmal.com or by
placing the item in the Secretary/Clerk mail box.

If you would like an article included in the  February/March issue
of the Parish Press, please submit your article(s) by January 25th, 2017.

May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you.
May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
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December

December 6th Finance 7:00 pm
December 10th Holiday Dinner 5:00 pm
December 12th Executive 7:00 pm
December 13th Deacons 7:00 pm
December 18th Trustees 8:30 am
December 18th Christian Education 11:30 am
December 19th Women’s Fellowship 6:30 pm
December 24th Candlelight Service 6:00 pm

December 25th Missions 11:30

January
January 3rd Finance 7:00 pm
January 9th Executive 7:00 pm
January 10th Deacons 7:00 pm
January 15th Trustees 8:30 am
January 15th Christian Education 11:30 am
January 16th Women’s Fellowship 6:30 pm
January 17th Annual Meeting 6:30 Pot Luck Dessert, 7:00 pm Meeting
January 22nd Missions 11:30 am
January 24th Annual Meeting (Snow Date)

January 25th Parish Press Articles due for March/April



